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Zion Churchôs  Vision  and  Mission 
  

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians: 
Worshipping together 
Nurturing  future generations 
Studying and living  the teachings of the Bible 
Ministering  to each other, the community, 

and the world at large 
Bringing  the Good News of Godôs Grace to others 
Welcoming all into fellowship. 
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My Dear Friends, 

I must confess that I am somewhat distracted 
this morning, and I assume most of you are as 
well.  It is not abnormal for my mind to wander 
as I sit in my study and prepare to write my 

monthly letter to you.  In fact, it is to your advantage, and mine, 
if I spend some time contemplating the world around me for a 
little while before I put my hands on the keyboard and begin to 
write.  Before I move on, the word òdistractionó might be too 
strong.  I actually have not been driven to distraction, as some 
would say, but gently invited by the calendar and the activities 
of the morning.  I hope that you will agree that one of the many 
blessings that come from this annual event is the guiltless 
opportunity for daydreaming, wondering and reminiscing.  You 
see, today is the first day of school for my kids and the majority 
of the young people in our community.  Today is a day when our 
maturing minds spontaneously move to reminiscing about past 
first days for ourselves as well as those of our children or 
neighborsõ children.  Today is also a day when the simple sound 
of a school bell ringing just might draw us to prayer; offering 
prayers of hope, peace and friendship.  I wonder if that first day 
of school daydreaming, wondering and reminiscing, we are so 
familiar with, is similar to what moves God to prayer each and  

(Continued on next page) 



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 
 

every day of our lives.  The God we worship sees each day of our 
lives as an opportunity to learn, to grow, and to evolve and is 
moved with joyfulness when we acknowledge that opportunity.  
Just as we daydream about the possibilities for every student in 
our local schools, God knows what is possible and will 
encourage us to act on it.  As a child of God, I am positive that 
my capacity to hope, to wonder and to daydream is something 
we humans share with God.  Welcome to the first day of school; 
for God is daydreaming about us.  
 

Blessings! 

Pastor John 

 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Aaron Lee 

      Justin Bretthorst       Jonathon Martin  

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        David & Renee Miller  

      Tim Broeking        Douglas Mohr  

      Chris Dahmer       Elizabeth Shaw 

      Hiram Dahmer        Zachary Smith 

      Brian Finke       Jeremy Steveson 

      Chris Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Greg Strong 

      Michael Friesland       Jonathan Travelstead 

      Daryl Hancock         

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

Matt & Kelly (Rendleman) Landry    Ms. Rachel Davis 
39477 Old Cornerstone Court   1518 W. Huron  Apt. 3F 
Prairieville, LA  70769   Chicago, IL  60622 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Forcum  
PSC 93 
Box 5000 
APO, AE  09823 
 

Please note new address changes in your church directory.  Church 
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower.  Do not 
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out. 
 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 618-997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 
 
MILITARY UPDATE  
 

If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for 
us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at 
618-997-5190.  Also contact us if they are discharged from the service 
or have a change of address.  Thank you! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

Janet Alsip 
*Joe Black, Jr. 
Pam Boester 
Chuck Cairatti 
Rhonda Michelle Clark 
Lora Corn 
Jeff Cox 
Wilma Dudley 
*Esta Mae Fowler 
John Geittmann 
*Emersan Gibbs 
Kyla Hafeli 
Robert Harrison 
*Jake Hertzog 
Joe Holderfield 
Randy Houston 
*Danielle Howell 
Ann Isbell 
*Elaine Jacobs 

*Olivia Joyce 
John David Kaeser 
Pat Koepke 
*Rev. Ken Kramer 
Larry Kuhar 
Carolyn Lee 
Kathy Lilly 
Robert Melton 
*Jane OõNeal 
*Rev. Bill Rucker 
Ron Ruggles 
*Jessie Simmons 
*Kelly Smith 
Torie Steveson 
Eloise Turner 
Bruce Tyner 
Velma Wolaver 
*Elizabeth York 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our 
friends and members who are in need of prayer.  Our intent is to list 
the names of those who have specific needs.  The names will remain 
on the list as long as we know there is a need.  In order to keep our 
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new 
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for 
your request.  Example: John Doe ð Heart Surgery ð (include date).  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

The Visitation Committee   

 

School Begins 
òBlessing of the  
Backpacksó 

Sunday, August 16, 2009 

Here Our Prayer, O God. 

We pray for courage, faith and 

joy. 

We pray for all schools, teach-

ers, administrators, guidance, 

cooks, bus drivers, aides, all who 

work with children. 

We seek your guidance to do 

your will. 

May we further the partnership 

of home and school. 

Grant this prayer in the name of 

Jesus, that great student and 

teacher, who came that we might 

have abundant life.  Amen. 



JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

 As I write this, students and teachers are back in school, and 
like LOGOS, it is time for all of us in the music ministry to 
òPower Upó for another great year of enhancing worship and 
giving back to God.  Of course, lots of fun and fellowship 
accompany the hard work!  As we end the summer season, 
however, we want to give many thanks to all the wonderful 
musicians who have helped provide our special music 
throughout the summer.  They have all been fabulous!  Zion has 
a very special angel in Sharolyn Atwood who, even though she 
had hand surgery this summer, made all the contacts and set up 
the entire schedule for every Sundayõs special music.  Many, 
many thanks to you, Sharolyn!!  
 During the first Sunday of August, our own Shane Martin 
shared with us a favorite of mine entitled Draw Me Close.  It has 
been wonderful having you home this summer, Shane, to share 
your many talents with us.  We hate to see you go, but will keep 
you in our prayers as you return to college.  The second Sunday, 
our own Gracie Reilly shared Come to Jesus, a song reminding us 
to share ALL our joys and burdens with Jesus.  Such a beautiful 
song and so beautifully presented.  Thanks Gracie!  With my 
folks, Les and Sharleen Meredith, celebrating their 64th wedding 
anniversary, I was able to share the John Lennon song, Grow Old 
with Me, a song asking God to bless their love as they go through 
lifeõs journey.  Happy Anniversary!  The Rushing twins, Katie 
Mesler and Jeff Cox, respectively, will be sharing with us the 
remaining three Sundays of special music. 

CHANCEL AND BELL CHOIR PRACTICES TO BEGIN!  

Chancel Choir - August 30th at 5:30 p.m. - In the sanctuary  

Bell Choir - September 2nd at 7:00 p.m. - In the sanctuary  

 We are always looking for new singers and ding -a-lings!  
Please come join us! 
 Diane has ordered a new cantata to be shared on December 
20th entitled, Bethlehem Morning.  It contains lots of favorite songs 
and is sure to be fun to sing.  Keep a look out for the upcoming 
rehearsal schedule! 

~Gail Jones, Bell Choir Director   

RECEIPTS FOR AUGUST ð GENERAL FUND 

                    

August 30th Receipts will appear in the October Herald 

      DATE      TOTAL  

8/02/09 $   4,509.00 

8/09/09 $   6,034.85 

8/16/09 $  4,043.16 

8/23/09 $   3,235.10 

TOTAL  $ 17,822.11 

AUGUST ATTENDANCE 

         
 

August 30th Attendance will appear in the October Herald 

  

DATE  
 

8:00 AM 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
WORSHIP  

TOTAL  
8/02/09 31 26 83 140 

8/09/09 28 32 69 129 

8/16/09 23 38 70 131 

8/23/09 22 32 92 146 

Average 26 32 79 137 

HERALD  DEADLINES:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  

October Herald Mon. 9/21/09  Tues. 9/29 4:00 pm 
November Herald Mon. 10/19/09  Tues. 10/27 4:00 pm 
December Herald Mon. 11/16/09  Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:  
 

Each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior to the service on Sunday, 
except for:     Sunday 11/29/09 ð Noon on Tues. 11/24 (Office closed 
on Thurs. & Fri.) and Sunday 12/27/09 ñNoon on Mon. 12/21/09.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUGUST  COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Christian Education Committee is having a workday on 
August 22nd if anyone would like to help.  They are getting 
ready for the new Sunday School year and LOGOS to begin.  
Sunday School will begin on September 13th and LOGOS will 
start on Wednesday, September 23rd. 

In October the church will be celebrating Childrenõs Sabbath.  
On this day we will be having a unified service that will begin 
at 10:30.  After the service we will have our Quarterly 
Congregational Meeting then our Annual Ice Cream Social. 

The Mission Committee reported that 19 units of blood was 
collected at the last Red Cross Blood Drive.  The committee will 
be hosting a Progressive Dinner to be held on September 26th.  
Tickets will be $10.00 each.  The money will be used to 
purchase a well thru the Marion Medical Mission.  

The Chicken and Dumpling Dinner will be held on Friday, 
November 6th. 

The Audio Visual Committee will be renovating the sound 
room.  They will be updating some of the sound equipment.  
The committee, along with Evangelism Committee, will be 
putting in a Welcome Center in the Narthex.  This will include 
a television showing the loop with Zionõs pictures and the 
events of the church. 

The church will be hosting a Football Players Dinner on 
Thursday, September 17th. 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Soldner 


