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Zion Churchôs  Vision  and  Mission 
  

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians: 
Worshipping together 
Nurturing  future generations 
Studying and living  the teachings of the Bible 
Ministering  to each other, the community, 

and the world at large 
Bringing  the Good News of Godôs Grace to others 
Welcoming all into fellowship. 
  

 

CHURCH STAFF  
òThe members and friends of Zionó ----------------------------- Ministers  
Rev. John Holst ------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor 
Barbara Rhodes -------------------------------------------- Church Secretary 
Diane Lazorchak ----------------------------------------------- Choir Director  
Gail Jones -------------------------------------------------- Bell Choir Director  
Doris Anderson, Eileen Crawford & Sharon Wilson  -------- Organists 
Sharolyn Atwood, Toni Wells & Karen Cardey -Harris  -------- Pianists 
Corinne Steveson ------------------------------------------------------ Nursery  
 

2009 CHURCH COUNCIL  
President --------------------------------------------------------- George Jacobs 
Vice-President ------------------------------------------------------ Flora Reilly  
Recording Secretary ----------------------------------------- Rhonda Soldner 
Treasurer ---------------------------------------------------------------- Bill Jack 
Assistant Treasurer ------------------------------------------ DeAnna Herzog  
Financial Secretary ---------------------------------------------- Bob Steveson 
Assistant Financial Secretary ---------------------------- Gene Ruehmkorff 
 

 Randy Edmonds Casey Hilliard  
 Linda Fietsam Rachel Soldner 
 Jim Hancock 
 

 Katy Groves Katelyn Salzman 
 

 Trustees Randy Jones 
  Gracie Reilly 
  Brian Thomas 
 

òWe Care     We Share     We Serveó 

Zion Herald 
 

Zion United Church of Christ 

930 W. Cherry St.  

Marion, IL  62959 

Church: 618- 997- 5190  Fax: 618- 997- 8925 

Newsline: 618- 997- 3375 

Website: http://www.zucc.org  

"The members and friends of Zion", Ministers 

Rev. John Holst, Pastor 

   October 2009  
 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, òThis is my body that is 
for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.ó  In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 

òThis cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.ó  For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lordõs death until he comes.  (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26) 

òTake and eat...take and drink.ó  Even though I have said those 
words of invitation hundreds of times as I have helped 
congregants prepare to receive communion, I never tired of it.  
For me the sharing of the bread and the cup has always been a 
ritual of the church that has drawn me in as one serving and one 
who is receiving.  It doesnõt matter whether I am receiving it in 
my home church, as a guest at a clergy event, or sharing it while 
sitting on the floor during a youth retreat, I feel the presence of 
the Holy Spirit.  There is something special happening in those 
moments that is beyond words, beyond me. 

I believe the promise that here before me is the meal of 
forgiveness and newness, the bread and the cup of eternal life. 

(Continued on next page) 



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 
 

I believe that, when I come to the table open to God that I can 
live free of the burdens that could very well bury me in sadness 
and guilt.  In your growing up in the faith I pray that you have 
found what I have found, that communion is a wonderful 
celebration of that special relationship we have with a God and a 
Christ that truly loves us and desires to be in relationship with 
us.  Communion truly is a priceless gift.  

Confirmation began last night, and with that beginning I was 
reminded again of the powerful role that God can play in the 
lives of young people.  Knowing what it means to be forgiven, to 
start anew, to feel that God is not only hoping that the best will 
come to you, but that God is hope.  And in that beginning I am 
also reminded of the powerful role that we have in 
demonstrating for all to see, especially the young, that we are 
grateful to God for that loving relationship, and we openly 
celebrate it.  One of our Confirmands said last night, òI am 
looking forward to taking communion.ó  My dear friends that is 
where it begins! 
 

Blessings! 

Pastor John 

 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Aaron Lee 

      Justin Bretthorst       Jonathon Martin  

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        David & Renee Miller  

      Tim Broeking        Douglas Mohr  

      Chris Dahmer       Elizabeth Shaw 

      Hiram Dahmer        Zachary Smith 

      Brian Finke       Jeremy Steveson 

      Chris Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Greg Strong 

      Michael Friesland       Jonathan Travelstead 

      Daryl Hancock         

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

Ms. Melody Vogler  
17062 Kentucky Lane 
Creal Springs, IL  62922-2902 
 
 

Please note new address changes in your church directory.  Church 
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower.  Do not 
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out. 
 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 618-997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 
 
MILITARY UPDATE  
 

If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for 
us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at 
618-997-5190.  Also contact us if they are discharged from the service 
or have a change of address.  Thank you! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

Janet Alsip 
Pam Boester 
Wilma Dudley 
*Alicia Dunning 
John Geittmann 
Emersan Gibbs 
Kyla Hafeli 
Robert Harrison 
Jake Hertzog 
Joe Holderfield 
Ann Isbell 
Sylvia Jacobs 
John David Kaeser 
*Mary Anna Kaeser 
Pat Koepke 
Rev. Ken Kramer 
*Carolyn Lee 

Kathy Lilly 
*Jeanne Lokerse 
*Bill McTaggart 
Robert Melton 
*Sharleen Meredith 
*Bill Neuman 
*Christy Parks 
*Jonathan Parks 
*Reggie 
Kelly Smith 
Torie Steveson 
Eloise Turner 
Velma Wolaver 
Elizabeth York 
*Edwina Young 
*Raymond Young 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our 
friends and members who are in need of prayer.  Our intent is to list 
the names of those who have specific needs.  The names will remain 
on the list as long as we know there is a need.  In order to keep our 
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new 
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for 
your request.  Example: John Doe ð Heart Surgery ð (include date).  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

The Visitation Committee   

JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

 The Choir and Bell Choir are back in full swing and busy making 
joyful noises to the Lord.  The Choir began its new choir year on 
September 13th with a medley called Celebrate!  It was fun to be back!  
On the 20th, the Choir sang Train Up a Child in honor of LOGOS 
Sunday and its important ministry to children.  We must always be 
aware of what we are teaching our children of all ages.  On the 27th, the 
Choir sang an old gospel favorite called Highway to Heaven .  Katie 
Mesler and Van Travelstead provided terrific solos and Gail added 
some tambourine in the background.  The Choir practices at 5:30 each 
Sunday evening.  We are having a great time at rehearsals and there is 
always room for more voices!  Come and join us! 
 The Bell Choir returned by accompanying a hymn on September 
20th, in honor of the children called Children of the Heavenly Father .  
The Bell Choir practices on Wednesdays at 7:00.  If you are interested 
in ringing, be sure to contact our fearless leader, Gail Jones, at 521-
7792.  Zionõs Instrumental Ensemble assisted with the hymns this past 
Sunday, the 27th.  With trumpets, trombones and tenor sax, they really 
fill the sanctuary with sound!  The Ensemble practices on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month at 4:30.  If you have a band instrument, come 
and practice with us.  We are working on some great new music! 

 I also wanted to take this opportunity to share a few words about 
a couple of members of our extended choir family who have joined 
Godõs Heavenly choir since the last article in the Herald.  John Lilly, 
who passed away on August 21st, only sang with the Choir on a couple 
of our Christmas cantatas, but he was often seen singing with the 
Choir from the pews on Sunday mornings.  He often knew every word 
to some of the anthems we sang.  And then there was Harry Sparks 
who passed away the 11th of September.  When I started as Choir 
Director over 20 years ago, Harry spent a great deal of time hanging 
mics and other equipment and running cables under the floor.  He 
built the wooden choir stand that I use when I direct large groups and 
added electrical connections for the Bell Choir.  Harry was an avid fan 
of the music ministry and he spent hours trying to improve the quality 
of the sound both in the sanctuary and on the tapes for shut-ins.  I canõt 
say enough about all that Harry did for me, for the choir and for Zion.  
John and Harry will both be missed by all who knew them, but we are 
confident that they truly took that òHighway to Heaven.ó 

 Thank you to all for your continued support of the music 

ministry!  ~Diane Lazorchak, Choir Director  



 

Make A  
Joyful Noise 

Unto the Lord.         
Psalm 33  

 
 

Bell Choir 

Members attend 

Workshopñ 

Full of Joyful Noises 

 How do we make our music worshipful?  How do we tell the story?   

How do we feel the love?  How do we rejoice with laughter?  These were just 

a few of the questions asked and answered at the bell workshop. 

 

 Listen...close your eyes...do you hear it?  The large bass bells remind 

you of the heartbeat of God.  The high bells are the angels, busily at work. 

The middle octave bells tell the storyðrejoiceðprayðlaughðcry.  Listen  

to the joyful noise unto the Lord. 

 

 Four of Zionôs ringers, Diane Lazorchak, Paula Kobler, Gail Jones, and 

Janet Martin attended a bell workshop at St. John UCC in Belleville on 

Saturday, September 12.  WORK was the name of the day, as we sight read 

30 pieces of music, learned some new techniques, refreshed and honed our 

skills, and had fun.  Our Clinician, David Weck, was from Chicago and is the 

director of the Agape Ringers. 

 

 During lunch we were treated to a performance by the St. Louis 

Gateway Ringers who sport a 5 octave set of bells and chimes worth $23,550.  

Their largest bell, the C3, weighs 8 1/2 pounds, one that can only be rung by 

using both hands and the smallest, the C8, where the handle is larger than the 

bell.  They were sensationalðBravo to the Gateway Ringers! 

C-8 

C-3 

RECEIPTS FOR SEPTEMBER ð GENERAL FUND 

                    

Receipts for August 30th 

$2,893.40 

      DATE      TOTAL  

9/06/09 $   5,257.16 

9/13/09 $   4,500.20 

9/20/09 $   2,533.00 

9/27/09 $   4,098.35 

TOTAL  $ 16,388.71 

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE 

         
 

Attendance for August 30 th 
8:00 am Serviceñ37   9:00 am Serviceñ40   10:30 am Serviceñ74   Totalñ151 

 

DATE  
 

8:00 AM 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
WORSHIP  

TOTAL  
9/06/09 22 26 74 122 

9/13/09 22 23 54 99 

9/20/09 20 19 81 120 

9/27/09 31 19 82 132 

Average 24 22 72 118 

HERALD  DEADLINES:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  

November Herald Mon. 10/19/09  Tues. 10/27 4:00 pm 
December Herald Mon. 11/16/09  Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:  
 

Each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior to the service on Sunday, 
except for:     Sunday 11/29/09 ð Noon on Tues. 11/24 (Office closed 
on Thurs. & Fri.) and Sunday 12/27/09 ñNoon on Mon. 12/21/09.  
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Bell 
Choir 
and 
their 
joyful 
noise. 

 Sometimes it is fascinating to find out 

the history of something we tend to take for 

granted. 
 

 Zionôs 2 octave bells were purchased 

while Rev. Gruenke was minister at Zion in 

the late 1980ôs.  A third octave was soon 

added and music began to take form.  To the 

delight of all, a 3 octave set of chimes was 

added to compliment the bells. 
  

 If we had to replace our 3 octave set of 

bells today, the cost would be $8500.00 and 

the chimes $1750.00. 
  

 We were all like kindergarteners of the 

bell world back in the 1980ôs, starting fresh.  

Phrases such as thumb damp, pluck, swing, 

ring, crescendo, mallet, birds eye, pianissimo, 

fortissimo, all became part of our vocabulary.  

Saturday we learned about singing bells using 

a dowel rod, as shown by Gail and Diane.  

Each September, we start with new ringers 

and that gives us a chance to refresh and help 

teach new ringers.  When we work 

together...we can accomplish anything. 


