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Zion Churchôs  Vision  and  Mission 
  

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians: 
Worshipping together 
Nurturing  future generations 
Studying and living  the teachings of the Bible 
Ministering  to each other, the community, 

and the world at large 
Bringing  the Good News of Godôs Grace to others 
Welcoming all into fellowship. 
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State of the Church  

My Dear Friends, 

Over the past eight months of ministry with you 
at Zion United Church of Christ, I have collected 
some powerful images of ministry that will help 
to define my first year at Zion.  

Í In February, my first two weeks as your pastor were focused on 
how this òBody of Christó responds to death.  As a pastor in 
transition, I have always  prayed that I will be called to a church 
that understands the roll and legacy of every member and friend 
of the congregation.  When death occurs at Zion, we grieve the 
death of a loved one, comfort those whose lives were changed, 
and celebrate the legacy left behind. 

Í During Lent and Easter, we explored the Rite of Worship 
together.  With the help of the Worship Committee and their 
leadership, I discovered the richness of this congregation while 
worshiping.  Just as the early church needed to be, I found you to 
be fearless in trying new ways to celebrate Godõs presence with 
us.  I feel blessed to be a part of a worshiping congregation that 
truly desires to be open and welcoming to all who come to 
worship.  Long before I arrived, you discovered that the future of 
Zion might just depend on your ability to be creative, flexible, 
and open to different forms of worship.  

(Continued on next page) 

Happy  
Thanksgiving  



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 
 

Í As the spring came to Southern Illinois, so did increased 
unemployment.  High food prices hit our grocery shelves and an 
event known as a derecho (Spanish for òstraightó) changed our 
local communities overnight .  Zionõs Mission and Outreach 
Committee did not shy away from these challenges, nor did you.  
For days, members of Zion worked with neighbors and guests of 
our community to bring safety to our area.  Soon that volunteer 
spirit brought forth a massive clean up.  On an òelectric freeó 
Motherõs Day, a small but faithful group of Zion worshippers 
gathered at 8:00, 9:00, & 10:30 in a dark sanctuary to offer prayers 
of thanks to God that we were all safe and ready to move 
forward.  In the months that proceeded, our congregation 
collected over 1600 items of food which the Ministerial Alliance 
distributed to those living in poverty, here in our community.  
Early in March an amazing group of young people, our 
Confirmands, traveled to the city of St. Louis with their adult 
leaders in order to learn more about the societal costs of poverty, 
unemployment, and underemployment.  God was preparing us.  

Í The summer months at Zion were far from quiet.  In June and 
July, we discovered that worshipping on Wednesday evenings 
with some great music added to our spirits.  The Christian 
Education and LOGOS leadership began early in the summer to 
focus on September and on kicking off several much-needed 
children and youth ministry programs led by adults who were 
truly felt called by God.  Groups met, sometimes weekly, to pray, 
plan, train, recruit, dream, and organize.  Our church Council, 
and related committees, also did not take time off to rest.  Our 
leaders continued to work hard all summer long to create 
opportunities to worship, serve, learn, and fellowship.  

Í Late summer and early fall brought joy, sadness, energy, 
celebration, and community to this òBody of Christ.ó  Just hours 
before the Relay for Life  fundraising dinner, we learned the sad 
news that one of our team leaders and great source of inspiration 
had succumbed to cancer.  Together we cooked, laughed, and 
raised money to òStrike Out Canceró ʒ all with tear-stained 
cheeks.  Weeks later, as a community, we walked and 
remembered while raising even more money, but cancer 

(Continued on next page) 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Aaron Lee 

      Justin Bretthorst       Jonathon Martin  

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        David & Renee Miller  

      Tim Broeking        Douglas Mohr  

      Chris Dahmer       Elizabeth Shaw 

      Hiram Dahmer        Zachary Smith 

      Brian Finke       Jeremy Steveson 

      Chris Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Greg Strong 

      Michael Friesland       Jonathan Travelstead 

      Daryl Hancock         

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

Rev. & Mrs. John D. Holst Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Steveson 
2300 Spring Lane 5916 Huntington Drive  
Marion, IL  62959 Grovetown, GA  30813-4905 
 

Ms. Jeanne Lokerse 
C/O Tom & Judy Wallin  
912 Roanoke Drive 
Springfield, IL  62702 
 

Please note new address changes in your church directory.  Church 
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower.  Do not 
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out. 
 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 618-997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 
 
MILITARY UPDATE  
 

If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for 
us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at 
618-997-5190.  Also contact us if they are discharged from the service 
or have a change of address.  Thank you! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derecho


PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

*Gary Allen 
Janet Alsip 
Pam Boester 
Wilma Dudley 
Alicia Dunning 
*Keith Frick 
John Geittmann 
Emersan Gibbs 
Jake Hertzog 
Ann Isbell 
Sylvia Jacobs 
*John David Kaeser 
Pat Koepke 
Rev. Ken Kramer 
Carolyn Lee 
Jeanne Lokerse 

Bill McTaggart 
Robert Melton 
Sharleen Meredith 
Bill Neuman 
Christy Parks 
Jonathan Parks 
Reggie 
*Ann Rushing 
Kelly Smith 
*Stacey Smith 
Torie Steveson 
Eloise Turner 
Velma Wolaver 
Elizabeth York 
Edwina Young 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our 
friends and members who are in need of prayer.  Our intent is to list 
the names of those who have specific needs.  The names will remain 
on the list as long as we know there is a need.  In order to keep our 
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new 
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for 
your request.  Example: John Doe ð Heart Surgery ð (include date).  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

The Visitation Committee   

FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 

continued to steal loved ones from us in the months that 
followed.  During this time period, I learned about Zionõs will to 
fight; your willingness to fight for each other and for those yet to 
call Zion home.  In doing so, I saw you becoming the 
embodiment of Christ, reaching out in hopes of making a real 
difference in the lives of others through love, compassion, and 
service. 

In the months ahead, I am looking forward to giving thanks and 
celebrating Christmas in my familyõs new spiritual home, Zion United 
Church of Christ.  With complete trust in God, I know that this òBody 
of Christó will meet its commitments, spiritually and financially, as we 
close out 2009 and prepare ourselves for 2010.  If we listen, God will 
help us to seek ways to become legacies in our own life time, giving us 
the energy to mentor the young with passion and purpose, and 
continue to guide us in ways to welcome all Godõs children; not just to 
our doors, but into our hearts.  

 

God Bless, 

Pastor John 

H A PPY  
TH A N K SGI V I N G 

F R OM  TH E STA F F  
A T 

ZI ON  U CC 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=leaves
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=leaves


JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

As we are in the full swing of fall with thoughts of the 
upcoming holiday season, both choirs are up to speed.  During the 
October 4th service, the bells assisted with the accompaniment of the 
hymn Morning Has Broken, while the choir shared with the anthem Sing 
Out Your Song, Christians of the World.  October 11th was a Blended 
Service with the Choir singing Wherever You Are.  It certainly was 
wonderful to see so many participants singing and what a wonderful 
job they did!  Childrenõs Sabbath was October 18th.  The bells started 
the service with the prelude Sunday School Ring-a-Long, while the Choir 
sang I Give You My Heart -- partially ACAPPELLA!  What a shock it 
was during the middle of the song for the accompaniment CD to 
completely quit!  Our fearless leader just kept on directing, so we just 
kept on singing!  And we did pretty well!!!  The congregation seemed 
to enjoy it as they gave a grand round of applause when we were 
finished.  I believe they were as astonished as we were!  On October 
25th, the Choir will be presenting the beautiful song Breathe with solos 
being sung by Diane Lazorchak, Van Travelstead, and Jeff Cox. 

The Instrumental Ensemble has been practicing and will also be 
assisting with the accompaniment of hymns on October 25th.  They are 
also practicing some special music to contribute something different to 
future worship services in the form of special preludes or offertories.  If 
you have an instrument in the attic that you used to play, or one you 
currently play, we would love to have you come join us.  We practice 
at 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd Sunday of every month.  Come help us make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord!  

The Bell Choir is very happy to welcome some new bell ringers 
to the Bell Choir this year.  Jeff Cox, Gwen Finnegan, and Sara and 
Damon Holst, have all joined in ringing a bell or two (and sometimes 
even more!).  We are so very proud to have them participating.  They 
have ALL been doing a really fantastic job and have been really great 
sports! 
 The Chancel Choir has already begun practicing on the Christmas 
cantata for this year.  Itõs hard to believe that Christmas can be so close!  
As we have only practiced once so far, there still is plenty of room for 
more singers to join in.  It certainly is an enjoyable way to share your 
talents in giving back to God at such a special time of year.  Just talk to 
Diane and check out the rehearsal schedule on the next page.  Hope to 
see you all Sunday! 

~Gail Jones, Bell Choir Director  

RECEIPTS FOR OCTOBER ð GENERAL FUND 

                    
 

      DATE      TOTAL  

10/04/09 $   4,698.00 

10/11/09 $   5,397.25 

10/18/09 $   2,449.00 

10/25/09 $   2,116.65 

TOTAL  $ 14,660.90 

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE 
        

 
 

 

DATE  
 

8:00 AM 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
WORSHIP  

TOTAL  
Sunday 
School 

10/04/09 32 22 67 121 32 

10/11/09 25 25 74 124 16 

10/18/09 Unified  Service 110 110 17 

10/25/09 14 22 78 114 14 

Average 24 23 82 117 20 

HERALD  DEADLINES:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  

December Herald Mon. 11/16/09  Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:  
 

Bulletin articles are due each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior 
to the service on Sunday.  Bulletin articles for the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving (11/29/09) are due at noon on Tuesday, Nov. 24 th.  The 
church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday (Nov. 26 & 27).  
Bulletin articles for Sunday, December 27th are due at noon on 
Monday, December 21st.  The church office will be closed on Friday, 
December 25th. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
THANK YOUé.I am happy to report that the amount I turned in 
Saturday was $1,390.00.  My thanks to those of you who donated to 
this worthy cause that is close to my heart.  Through your donations, 
you have helped Heartland Medical Center continue to hold the 
trophy for first place.  

God Bless, 
Wanda Fietsam 

Regrettably late but no less sincere thanks for your thoughtful 
sympathy card after the loss of my only brother, Harry Sparks.  Thank 
you for all your kind words and prayers.  Zion is truly a caring family.  

Norma Wheeler 

To all you Dear Hearts at Zion ʒ Once again Iõm coming to all of you 
with my most heartfelt THANKS!  Your many prayers and best wishes 
are working!!  I am getting better and the next step is to be well!!  All 
your cards, prayers, visits, gifts, and food have made everything much 
easier for me.  I, for one, now know the pain and struggle to get back 
on top.  Believe me ð I WILL MAKE IT ð because of all  of you !!!  
Thanks again and again!!!! 

Love & Kisses 
Sharleen Meredith  

Thank you and the members of Zion United Church of Christ for 
giving us the opportunity of having a meeting place the last three 
months for our monthly meetings.  We have witnessed the love and 
generosity of the Christian community, including the Zion 
congregation, after the storm devastated our church.  May God 
continue to bless your ministry.  

Yours in Christ,  
Mary Rothenberger, President 

First Christian Church  
Womenõs Fellowship 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA REHEARSALS TO BEGIN SOON!....  
Rehearsals for Zionõs annual Christmas Cantata have begun!.  This 
yearõs cantata will be a beautiful collection of music called Bethlehem 
Morning .  The rehearsal schedule is still rather tentative and will vary 
somewhat.  We only ask that participants attend at least 2 rehearsals.  
Bethlehem Morning will be presented on Sunday, December 20th 
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  We usually have 40-50 voices 
that morning, so if you like to sing, please consider participating in this 
very special event.  Here is the tentative schedule: 
 
Sun., November 1st 4:00-5:30 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
Sun., November 15th 6:30-8:00 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
Sun., November 29th 4:00-5:30 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
Sun., December 13th 12:30-2:00 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
Sat., December 19th 10:00-noon Rehearsal in the sanctuary 
Sun., December 20th 10:30 a.m. Bethlehem Morning 
 
 

ATTENTION PARENTSé.We would like to remind you to please 
bring your children to Sunday School so they can rehearse for the 
Youth Musical, A King Is Coming to Town,  which will be presented on 
Sunday, December 13, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  We will also be rehearsing on 
Wednesdays at LOGOS.  Should you have any questions, please 
contact Diane Lazorchak at 889-1610. 



 MARK YOUR CALENDARS !!  

 

Saturday, November 21st will be the Boy Scout Food 
Drive. This is the single largest food drive that the 
Marion Ministerial Alliance receives through the year 
and they need volunteers to help receive and stock. 
Deliveries start around 11 am ð2 pm. Please contact 
the Marion Ministerial Alliance if you can help!  

 
Is it too early to think about Holiday Food boxes???  
NoéThe Marion Ministerial Alliance will 
assemble Christmas food boxes on Friday Dec 11th 
from 1:30-2:30 pm and distribute them the next 
day, Saturday, Dec 12th from 8:30-11:30 am.  More 
detailed information to be announced at a later 
date. 

 
Sat, November 21st- Artstarts òDancing 
with the Starsó- Marion Civic Center.  
Contact the Marion Ministerial Alliance for 
ticket information and show times for this 
exciting fund raiser.  

 

 

DONõT FORGET TO SET 
YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE 
HOUR ON SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 31ST. 


