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Zion Churchôs  Vision  and  Mission 
  

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians: 
Worshipping together 
Nurturing  future generations 
Studying and living  the teachings of the Bible 
Ministering  to each other, the community, 

and the world at large 
Bringing  the Good News of Godôs Grace to others 
Welcoming all into fellowship. 
  

 

CHURCH STAFF  
òThe members and friends of Zionó ----------------------------- Ministers  
Rev. John Holst ------------------------------------------------------------ Pastor 
Barbara Rhodes -------------------------------------------- Church Secretary 
Diane Lazorchak ----------------------------------------------- Choir Director  
Gail Jones -------------------------------------------------- Bell Choir Director  
Doris Anderson, Eileen Crawford & Sharon Wilson  -------- Organists 
Sharolyn Atwood, Toni Wells & Karen Cardey -Harris  -------- Pianists 
Corinne Steveson ------------------------------------------------------ Nursery  
 

2010 CHURCH COUNCIL  
President ------------------------------------------------------------- Flora Reilly  
Vice-President ----------------------------------------------- Randy Edmonds 
Recording Secretary ----------------------------------------------- Judy Kuhar 
Treasurer ---------------------------------------------------------- Bob Steveson 
Assistant Treasurer ----------------------------------- Karen Cardey-Harris  
Financial Secretary ------------------------------------------ DeAnna Herzog  
Assistant Financial Secretary ------------------------------------ Jackie Toler 
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The Confirmation Class of 2010  
Colton Carter  Lyndsee Adams Kellie Baltzell  Kyle Wells 
 Sean Nuernberger Brandon Osborne  Montana òTJó Young 

2010 Adult Mentors  

Gracie Reilly Melody Vogler Louise Bratzel  Rev. John Holst  

The Rite of Confirmation  
Sunday, May 23 rd at 10:00 am 
(Summer Schedule Begins) 

òMy dear friends, as you have affirmed your 
willingness to continue your journey of faith, 
using Christ Jesus as your guide and you have 
chosen to join in community and membership 
at Zion United Church of Christ.  I now invite 
you, with the support of your family and 
friends, to join in the Rite of Confirmation.ó 

These are the opening words from the Rite of Confirmation that 
United Church of Christ pastors have used for several years to 
invite 7 th, 8th, and 9th graders into the Christian community and 
membership into their home congregation.  We have such an 
occasion in front of us, and I would like to invite you to be 
present as we focus an entire morning on Confirmation, as a 

(Continued on next page) 



From the Pastor (Contõd) 

 
reflection of oneõs baptism. 
With Godõs blessing and guidance we welcome our young 
people into full membership.  Full membership; meaning that we 
will value their questions, as well as their answers, their 
understanding of God and the journey that God has laid out for 
them.  It is a day of celebration and empowerment for the people 
of God. 

We Care, We Share, We Serve! 
 

Pastor John 
 

*********************************************************************  

Registration is now open!  
òBe doers of the word and not merely 
hearersó  James 1:22 
Churches should plan now to send their 
youth to this meaningful youth event.  
This is an opportunity to build the 
sp i r i tua l i t y  and fa i th  of  our 
communities.  

 

Where: Defiance College, Defiance Ohio 

When: June 17 - 20, 2010 

Who: Youth who have completed 6th grade through youth who 
have just completed their senior year of high school. 

Cost: $225 per person; please make checks payable to ð  
Michigan Conference UCC 

Featuring musicians:   Jason & DeMarco 

Worship Facilitator:   Andra Moran  

The forms are available on the table in the Bell Tower and are also 
available on Illinois South Conference website. www.iscucc.org   
Complete the appropriate form(s) and mail along with payment 
payable to: 

Michigan Conference of UCC 
P.O. Box 1006 
East Lansing MI 48826-1006 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MAY 15, 2010.  
PLEASE HONOR THIS DEADLINE . 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Aaron Lee 

      Justin Bretthorst       Jonathon Martin  

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        David & Renee Miller  

      Tim Broeking        Douglas Mohr  

      Chris Dahmer       Elizabeth Shaw 

      Hiram Dahmer        Zachary Smith 

      Brian Finke       Jeremy Steveson 

      Chris Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Greg Strong 

      Michael Friesland       Jonathan Travelstead 

      Daryl Hancock         

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 618-997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 
 

MILITARY UPDATE  
 

If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for 
us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at 
618-997-5190.  Also contact us if they are discharged from the service 
or have a change of address.  Thank you! 

http://www.iscucc.org/


PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

*John Abell 
Janet Alsip 
Pam Boester 
*Jeff Cox 
Kelsy Cruse 
*Easton Dalton 
Joe Davidson 
*Keaton Dubs 
Wilma Dudley 
Randy Edmonds 
*Robert Enders 
Tresa Garoutte 
Kenny Gentry 
Jaimie Glasco 
Vern Goode 
John Geittmann 
Kenny Gentry 
*Vern Goode 
Pearl Gutierrez & Family 
Ann Isbell 
David Kaeser 
John David Kaeser 
John Kaeser 

Romelle Kaeser 
Evan Karges 
Damien Kelly 
Roger King 
Jeanne Lokerse 
*Shane Martin 
Robert Melton 
Jessica Mesler 
Tom Miller 
Marty Minor  
Angel Restivo 
*August Schwartz 
Greg Simmons 
Jessie Simmons 
*Caroline Sims 
Kelly Smith 
Mona Smith 
Keith Soldner 
*Wilbert Soldner 
Eloise Turner 
Susie Wilson 
People/volunteer help of Haiti 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our 
friends and members who are in need of prayer.  Our intent is to list 
the names of those who have specific needs.  The names will remain 
on the list as long as we know there is a need.  In order to keep our 
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new 
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for 
your request.  Example: John Doe ð Heart Surgery ð (include date).  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

The Visitation Committee   

A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

 I know we always say that each month is a busy month in the life of 

the music ministry of Zion, but itôs ever so true.   Even with all of lifeôs 

many demands on the time and energy of people today, our musicians still 

give and give each and every week to enhance the worship experience at 

Zion.  The next time you are speaking with any one of those many people 

who spend countless hours practicing, selecting music, practicing, singing, 

preparing solos, practicing, transporting and playing instruments, directing, 

accompanying, practicing, singing, setting up equipment, taking down 

equipment, organizing, working in the sound and/or video area, and 

communicating to each other all those many items required to keep 

everyone on the same page each and every week, please give them a hug 

and a word of thanks for all they do.   We are fortunate to have each and 

every one of them giving back at Zion.  Please do not take them for 

granted!  Life at Zion would not be the same without them! 

   The first Sunday of April was Easter with the Bells providing the 

prelude, Crown Him with Many Crowns.  The Chancel Choir not only 

assisted the youth at the Sunrise service by being background singers for 

their music, they also sang He Is Risen at the 10:30 service.  What a great 

song for Easter!   

 April 11th, was a Blended Service, and Camp Sunday with Shirley 

Asmussen, Acting Director of Outdoor Ministries sharing with the 

congregation the joys of outdoor ministry and the DuBois Center.  Music 

included How Majestic Is Your Name, He Lives, Celebrate Jesus and the 

favorite Trees of the Field.  Katie Mesler sang a solo in the choirôs anthem, 

In Christ Alone.  Great job, Katie!  You have a beautiful voice!  Thanks for 

sharing! 

 Sunday, April 18th was a unified service with the Praise Team leading 

the service.  Thanks, Praise Team, for sharing with us. 

  During the last Sunday in April, an Instrumental Trio began the 

service with the upbeat prelude, Lord, I Lift Your Name on High. Thanks 

Shailer Martin, Michelle Lazorchak and Gail Jones for a great job on a 

rather challenging piece of music. The entire Ensemble then assisted in 

accompaniment of the remaining hymns while the Choir sang You  Raise 

Me Up for their choir anthem.  A special thanks goes to Jeremy Weaver on 

a beautiful job on the anthem solo!  Hope you agree that it was a Sunday 

with really great music. 

 Although we will be starting our summer schedule earlier this year 

than in years past, there is still more wonderful music in store in the weeks 

ahead.  Thanks to everyone for their continued support!  Hope to see you 

at Zion on Sunday! 

Gail Jones, Bell Choir Director 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL  COUNCIL MEETING  
 
Two Discernment sessions were held April 12th at 1:00 and 7:00 
pm.  These sessions produced a number of suggestions to 
possibly improve our congregationõs Sunday worship schedule. 
 
Standing Committees: Worship Committee has recommended 
that the summer months should have one worship service at 
10:00 am.  Council gave its approval of the recommendation. 
 
Mission Committee is presently involved in gathering items for 
DuBois summer activities.  They are also working on Spring Into 
Faith Clothing Drive to benefit Haiti relief on May 6 th to 8th. 
 
Memorial Committee has provided funds to replace the faulty 
computer for the Audio -Visual system. 
 
Audio -Visual Committee is investigating the possibility of 
enlarging their space. 
 
Rev. Louis Fluck reported work to revise the constitution of our 
congregation continues with expectations to complete that work 
by October. 
 
Approval was given for the use of the church basement for May 
27th and 28th, and June 12th. 
 
        Submitted by 
        Judy Kuhar, Council Secretary 

RECEIPTS FOR APRIL ð GENERAL FUND 

                    
April 25, 2010 Receipts will appear in the June Herald. 

      DATE      TOTAL  

4/04/10 $   7,050.00 

4/11/10 $   5,237.00 

4/18/10 $   2,626.00 

TOTAL  $ 14,913.00 

APRIL ATTENDANCE 

 
 

4/1/10 ñMaundy Thursday ñ51 
4/4/10 ñ Easter Sunriseñ87 

 

DATE  
Sunday 
School 

 
8:00 AM 

 
9:00 AM 

 
10:30 AM 

WORSHIP  
TOTAL  

4/04/10 32 42 34 137 213 

4/11/10 33 22 20 75 117 

4/18/10  Unified  Service 106 106 

4/25/10 27 18 23 83 124 

Average 23 27 26 100 140 

NEXT HERALD  DEADLINE:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  

June Herald Mon. 5/17/2010  Tues. 5/24 @ 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:  
 

Bulletin articles are due each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior 
to the service on Sunday. 



 

 

 

 

 

Zion Congregation,  

Thank you so much for your prayers for me and it looks like there is a 
procedure that can be done. 

Very Truly Yours, 
Bob Enders 

 

 

We would like to extend our sincere 
sympathy to the family of Elsa Broeking.  
Elsa passed away on Friday, February 5th.  
Funeral services were held at Zion UCC, 
Marion on Monday, February 8 th.  Rev. 
John Holst officiated.  Interment was held 
in the Rose Hill Cemetery.  Wilson-
McReynolds Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements. 

We would like to extend our sincere sympathy to Gary & Barb 
Allen in the passing of Garyõs father, Fred Allen.  Fred Allen passed 
away on Saturday, March 27th. 

We would like to extend our sincere sympathy to Brian & Jerry 
Thomas in the passing of Jerryõs aunt, Janet Engram.  Janet Engram 
passed away on Monday, March 29th.  Funeral services were held on 
Thursday, April 1 st at Murmon and Wilson Funeral Home in Johnston 
City.  

We would like to extend our sincere sympathy to the family of 
Erna Jennings.  Erna Jennings passed away on Tuesday, March 30th.  
Funeral services were held on Thursday, April 1 st at Blue Funeral 
Home in Marion with the Rev. Louis Fluck officiating.  Interment was 
in the Maplewood Cemetery in Marion.  

IT TAKES A MOTHER  
 

It takes a motherõs love 

to make a house a home, 

A place to be remembered, 

no matter where we roam. 

It takes a motherõs patience 

to bring a child up right 

And her courage and her cheerfulness 

to make a dark day bright. 
 

It takes a motherõs kindness 

to forgive us when we err, 

To sympathize in trouble 

and bow her head in prayer. 

It takes a motherõs wisdom 

to recognize our needs 

And give us assurance 

by her loving words and deeds. 
 

It takes a motherõs endless faith, 

her confidence and trust, 

To guide us through the pitfalls 

of selfishness and lust. 

And that is why in all this world 

there can never be another 

Who will fulfill Godõs purposes 

as completely as a mother. 
    ʒAuthor Unknown 

   (òchurch bulletin bitsó #3) 
    (George W. Knight, Compiler)  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=with+sympathy


  STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE  

Families of God  
 

A wandering Aramean was my ancestor ʒ Deuteronomy 26:5 

Submitted by Jan Collins  

 



MARTHA CIRCLEé.We will be meeting on Thursday, May 6 th at 1:30 
pm.  Barbara Conley will be doing a program on food.  All ladies are 
welcome to attend. 

DEBORAH CIRCLEé.Deborah Circle will meet on Thursday, May 6 th 
at 7:00 pm at the church.  Claire Giles will have our program  for the 
evening and Betty Boester will have the devotion.  All ladies are 
welcome to attend. 

RECENT RIB SALE HELPS TO MEET OUR GOALé.We are still 
waiting for the final totals, but with the help of the rib sale that was 
held on April 17 th, and the generous support of the congregation, we 
have exceeded our goal of $25,000 for the Special General Fund Drive 
that was launched in September!  Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this important mission and to everyone who helped to 
support the rib sale by cooking, preparing or purchasing ribs.  Please 
remember that we all need to keep giving as we are able to support our 
General Fund!  Again, thank you to all!  

HAITI DONATIONS é.The United Church of Christ has launched an 
emergency appeal for Haiti.  You will find envelopes in the Bell Tower 
labeled Haiti Relief.  This is our way to help the people of Haiti.  All 
monies received will be given through One Great Hour of Sharing ð 
Haiti Earthquake Relief.  Our prayers and financial help will be needed 
as they rebuild and regain their lives.  

OCWMé.Changing Lives, Thatõs Our Churchsõ Wider Mission!  
National Basic Support, Our Churchõs Wider Mission (OCWM): Itõs 
Who We Are!  There is so much to support world wide, church wide, 
conference wide, and in the individual churches.  We can best make 
our dollars work by working with others for the needs beyond our 
local church -- Support OCWM by designating OCWM on your 
offering envelope, (or using the special envelopes provided.)  National 
Basic Support provides funding to our denomination for vital 
ministries to local churches and Conferences, as well as for ecumenical, 
prophetic and missionary ministries on behalf of the United Church of 
Christ. 

  MISSION COMMITTEE MOMENTS  
 

THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO DUBOIS CENTER : A carload of 
supplies for summer camp at DuBois Center was donated and 
delivered in our Fill Our Tent drive and $578.00 was given on Camp 
Sunday for scholarships to send young people from Zion to summer 
camp. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR APRIL  

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH: SPREAD THE LOVE: Strengthen 
the Church is traditionally a Five for Five Offering of the UCC.  
This year, the Mission Committee is giving you two ways to 
SPREAD THE LOVE! 

 On May 23rd, Confirmation Sunday, a Strengthen Zion Church 
Offering  will be taken.  This Offering is designated to our churchõs 
camp fund to help send Zionõs Confirmation Class and High School 
Youth to events such as the Regional Youth Event to be held at 
Defiance College, Defiance, OH on June 17-20, 2010.  This event is a 
great opportunity for our youth to experience worship, participate in 
mission activities, and celebrate their faith with thousands of their 
peers.  Please mark your check/donation envelope specifically for 
òZion Church Camp Fund.ó 

 On May 30th, Zion will collect our traditional annual Strengthen 

the Church  mission offering which will be sent to the Illinois South 
Conference.  These funds are used to build our denominationõs future.  
Directed through the Conference, Local Church Ministries, and The 
Stillspeaking Ministry, these gifts help invigorate congregations, foster 
new leaders, and grow the UCCõs presence as a community of 
extravagant welcome.  Please mark your check/envelope òStrengthen 
the Church.ó 

SPRING INTO FAITH : A year ago on May 8th a hurricane 
devastated our town.  In memory of that day and of the many who 
helped us to recover, Zionõs Mission Committee, inspired and led 
by Katie Mesler, is sponsoring a SPRING INTO FAITH event on 
May 6th, 7th, and 8th.  Come Thursday night for supper ($6.00 per 
person) and first chance to purchase rummage sale and baked good 
items.  Bring your friends and family on Friday and Saturday to the 
rummage and bake sale.  Saturday will also feature a lunchtime 
cookout.  All proceeds from this event will benefit the earthquake 
victims in Haiti. Any help and support you can give to this event 
will be appreciated.  (Continued on next page) 



MISSION COMMITTEE MOMENTS (Contõd) 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE: Marionõs Relay for Life to support the 
American Cancer Society will be held at the Crisp Complex (near 
the high school) on May 14, 2010.  Go out and support a team, walk 
the survivorõs lap, or donate to this event.  While Zion is not 
sponsoring an official team this year, we are selling luminaries for 
$5.00 each.  Purchase a luminaria in honor or memory of someone.  
Purchase forms are on the Bell Tower table or see Janet Martin.  
Checks should be made payable to òACS.ó   Thank you. 

MARION MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE FOOD PANTRY :  
Continue to bring your nonperishable food items, toiletries, and 
paper supplies for this outreach to those in need in our community.  
Monetary donations are appreciated as well. 

LIGHTHOUSE SHELTER :  We will provide lunch at the shelter on 
Sunday, May 9th.  Rhonda Soldner is our head cook.  Offer your 
help to her for this Sunday or sign up in the Bell Tower to help 
cook or serve on an upcoming month. 

 


