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My Dear Friends, 

 Grace to you, members and friends of 
Zion United Church of Christ, and peace to you 
during this Lenten season! May we all be 
blessed with the capacity to recognize the signs 

of Christõs resurrection as they come into sight around us in the 
midst of Godõs world. 

And Godõs world is filled with those signs, is it not?  For my 
family those early days of spring that always parallel the season 
of Lent just seem to awaken our spirits.  You know, when the 
days begin to noticeably lengthen and air temperature draws us 
all out into the yard more and more.  For Sara and I that sense of 
being drawn out can not be ignored.  We hunger to begin 
turning the dirt hoping to sneak a peak at the progress of the 
perennials that bring so much color to our yard.  We create 
reasons to use the grill more often, and I begin to look at my golf 
clubs like an old friend in need of some attention.  It is just part 
of who we are, we can not ignore it, and we shall not ignore it!  
As Christians, the season of Lent can be like that for all of us.  I 
truly believe God will use this time, this Lenten season, to nudge 
us just a little more than usual.  Newness and curiosity will 
surely be to Godõs advantage this Lenten Season.  God is hoping 
to awaken us to the joy of a life lived in faith and commitment to  
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FROM THE PASTOR (CONTõD)é. 

the teachings of Jesus Christ.  Thank goodness that this joy-filled 
life, that life of faith and commitment, is ours for the taking.  In 
my short time here at Zion United Church of Christ I have seen 
Christ at work in worship, in the church school, in the sharing of 
ideas at committee gatherings, across the lunch table, in the 
hospital room, and most assuredly at the hospitality offered to 
my family.  

My hope for this Lenten Season is that your heart and our 
collective spirits will together yearn to know more about this 
earthly God, Jesus Christ, which our heavenly God has sent to 
us.  I pray that we will spend this Lenten Season together at Zion 
United Church of Christ.  That we will set aside the reasons and 
the excuses of the past and begin a new a relationship that is 
born out of love and affection for God and Godõs people.  As 
your new pastor I look forward to being on this Lenten journey 
with you.  God has certainly nudged me and shown me an 
amazing congregation filled with loving, hard work, and faithful 
children of God.  It has been a blessing from God.  One that I 
hope none of us will ignore!  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY  

      John Anderson       Christopher Henshaw  

      Justin Bretthorst       Aaron Lee 

      Lazette & Danny Bretthorst        Jonathon Martin  

      Tim Broeking        David & Renee Miller  

      Chris Dahmer       Douglas Mohr  

      Hiram Dahmer        Elizabeth Shaw 

      Brian Finke       Zachary Smith 

      Chris Forcum       Jeremy Steveson 

      Craig Forcum       Joshua Steveson 

      Michael Friesland       Greg Strong 

      Daryl Hancock        Jonathan Travelstead 

ADDRESS CHANGES  
 

Mr. & Mrs. James Phillips Gayle Ernsting 
1053 Oxford Hill Road 414 Washington Avenue 
OõFallon, IL  62269-6820 Etowah, TN  37331 
  Email: gayle@grammagayles.com 
 
Ashley Holst  
Drury University  
Sunderland Hall  204B 
900 N. Benton Avenue 
Springfield, MO  65802-3712 
 
 

Please note these address changes in your church directory.  Church 
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower.  Do not 
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out. 
 
If you have a new address, please call Zionõs church office at 997-
5190 and share it with us.  Thank you! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERé. 
 

Please call the church office if someone should be 
added to our list.  Also, please let us know when 
that name may be removed from the list.  

 

*Janet Alsip 
*David Askew 
Jim Askew 
*Pam Boester 
Bill Carroll 
*Rhonda Michelle Clark 
*Teresa Dunn 
John Geittmann 
Kyla Hafeli 
Robert Harrison 
Randy Houston 
Erna Jennings 
Romelle Kaeser 
*Carol Lamm 
Carolyn Lee 
Callie May Lilly 
John Lilly 
*Kay Pape 

Walter Pape 
Rhonda Parton 
John Plummer 
Ron Ruggles 
Martin Setter 
Kelly Smith 
Jack Sneddon 
James Sneddon 
Bob Steveson 
Greg Strong 
Jean Travelstead 
Bruce Tyner 
Edie Vancil 
Betty Vaughn 
Gina W. 
John Wohlwend 
Brenda Woitke 
Velma Wolaver 

*Indicates a new request this month. 

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LISTé. 
 We welcome any and all prayer requests, however in order to 
keep the list more manageable, new requests are retained for 
publication in two issues of the Herald.  The name is then removed, 
unless the church office is advised that the name needs to continue to 
be listed.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the church office.  Thank you. 

Sunday, Mar. 15, 2009 
New Member Sunday  

Every third Sunday is New 
Member Sunday at Zion UCC.  If 
you would like to join our 
congregation, please contact Rev. 
John Holst at (314) 471-3740. 

JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé. 
 

 February has passed with Mr. Groundhog telling us 
there are six more weeks of winter.  While it may be cold 
outside, the music ministry at Zion continues to enjoy the 
wonderful warmth of music and fellowship in making a joyful 
noise unto the Lord.  I hope you will agree that each memberõs 
dedication and many talents are certainly a blessing in each 
Sundayõs worship. 
 On February 1st, the Bells assisted with accompanying 
the first hymn, All Hail the Power of Jesus Name while the Choir 
assisted Joseph Baxter in his solo of Angels Among Us.  
Although I am not sure that Josephõs voice will be able to sing 
in that range much longer, we have been blessed to have such a 
talented youth take an interest in singing in the choir.  There 
will always be a part that will fit his voice range!  And that goes 
for anyone else who has an interest in singing! 
 The second Sunday was Boy Scout Sunday with a 
regularly -scheduled blended service filled with lots of upbeat 
music including This Is the Day, He Is Lord, Great Is the Lord and 
The Trees of the Field.  The Boy Scouts led much of the service 
and as always, did an outstanding job.  Kathleen Gaare-Wiese 
spoke on the many benefits of scouting, and the congregation 
enjoyed viewing photos of scouting events on the screen while 
Diane Lazorchak sang Bless These Scouts.  What an enjoyable 
addition to the service!  The Choir also shared with their 
anthem, The Lord Is My Light. 
 The February 15th service began with the bell prelude of 
The Lord Is My Shepherd which incorporated for the first time 
our newest instrument, the chime tree.  It certainly gave a 
willowy feeling to the song.  The Choirõs anthem was a Mark 
Hayes arrangement of the beautiful contemporary song, As the 
Deer.  This arrangement is a masterful combination of the 
contemporary song intermingled with Bachõs popular Air on the 
G String in the accompaniment.  Many positive comments came 
from the congregation following the service.  The children led 
the congregation with the 3-part chant of Respect, reminding us  
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JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRYé.(Contõd) 
 

that in order to get òR-E-S-P-E-C-T,ó we have to òGive it to get 
itó and òShow respect for self, and show respect for others.ó  
Great job congregation!!  With that type of rhythm, EVERYONE 
ought to be in the choir!  This being Rev. Keeneyõs last Sunday at 
Zion, he too left us with some new songs ð Christõs Life in Us and 
God Is Passionate Life. 
 During the last Sunday of February, the LOGOS 4-8 
graders presented the prelude Peace Like a River on the hand 
chimes and did a wonderful job!  These kids never cease to 
amaze me with how fast they can pick things up!  The Choir 
participated with their anthem, How Great Is Our God.  There is 
never a bad time to join in making a joyful noise unto the Lord.   
Hope to see you soon! 

ʒGail Jones 

RECEIPTS FOR FEBRUARY ð GENERAL FUND 

                    
 

      DATE      TOTAL  

2/01/09 $   5,330.01 

2/08/09 $   5,128.00 

2/15/09 $   2,500.00 

2/22/09 $   3,649.00 

TOTAL  $ 16,607.01 

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE 

 
 

 

  

DATE  
SUNDAY  

SCHOOL  

 
8:00 AM 

 
9:00 AM 

 
10:30 AM 

WORSHIP  
TOTAL  

2/01/09 23 21 19 74 114 

2/08/09 31 17 23 106 146 

2/15/09 29 21 23 72 116 

2/22/09 26 24 25 138 187 

Average 27 21 22 98 141 

HERALD  DEADLINES:  

HERALD  MONTH           DUE DATE           PAPER COMM.  
April Herald Mon. 3/16/09  Tues. 3/24 4:00 pm 
May Herald Mon. 4/20/09  Tues. 4/28 4:00 pm 
June Herald Mon. 5/18/09  Thurs. 5/28 4:00 pm 
July Herald Mon. 6/15/09  Tues. 6/23 4:00 pm 
August Herald Mon. 7/20/09  Tues. 7/28 4:00 pm 
September Herald Mon. 8/17/09  Tues. 8/25 4:00 pm 
October Herald Mon. 9/21/09  Tues. 9/29 4:00 pm 
November Herald Mon. 10/19/09  Tues. 10/27 4:00 pm 
December Herald Mon. 11/16/09  Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:  
 

Each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior to the service on Sunday, 
except for:     Sunday 11/29/09 ð Noon on Tues. 11/24 (Office closed 
on Thurs. & Fri.) and Sunday 12/27/09 ñNoon on Mon. 12/21/09.  



 HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Rev. Keeney reported that Rev. Ron Ruggles has accepted a pastorate 
and has asked to transfer his membership.  Council approved the 
transfer. 
 

Rev. Keeney and Rev. Holst both reported on pastoral care visits.  Rev. 
Keeney said the church appears to be strong and ready to move 
forward.  We will remain in his prayers.  The Council expressed their 
appreciation for his service. 
 

Rev. Holst said he will begin meeting with people, learning about our 
congregation and providing pastoral care as quickly as possible. 
 

Christian Education is planning a 5 day Vacation Bible School in late 
July. 
 

Confirmation Class will be attending a Synagogue in Benton on 
February 20th.  A trip to some of the Illinois South Conference facilities 
is also planned. 
 

Zion Church will be holding a food drive during Lent.  George Jacobs 
is collecting boxes for us and more information will be coming soon.  
 

President Jacobs brought the Day of Discipleship at Highland on 
March 1st to the attention of the Council.  The President of Eden 
Seminary is the keynote speaker.  Rev. Holst and Rev. Keeney 
recommended attending. 



  


