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OHOLDI NG6
THE Day is here and we made it to Bethlehem!

The time has come for kneelin
There is singing in the stable a
Hold on to the Star! And the angels! And the spirit of love!

How do we hold on to the Christmas spirit?

Why candt every day be Ch

The world mutters o0Be realistic, 6
On our way back from Bethlehem sometimes we forget

What wedve been warned about in

Once wedve seen the Child, wedre

and stars sing!
Once wedve been to
(Kneeling in Bethleherny Ann Weems)

Bet hl ehem,

My Dear Friends,

There is an incredible sense of excitement in my heart these days
before Advent, and you, my dear Zion, are responsible for that
excitement. Christmas is a time when the strength of our faith
community and the possibilities of Holy Spirit working around us
seem to be in focus. Worship during the Christmas season can show
us the possibilities of a life lived through Christ. It is the sincerity and
honesty occurring between friends and loved ones during these days
of celebration. It is the exhilaration of again greeting the arrival of the
Christ Child, with lit candles raised above our heads and our voices
commingling as we sing Silent Night. As these days of Advent move

(Continued on next page)



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTOD) é PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY

] ) ) John Anderson Aaron Lee
closer and closer to Christmas, | pray we all look at the ways in which _ _
we experience the newborn Messiah and what that does to our spirits. Justin Bretthorst Jonathon Martin
For in knowing why we are transformed by the story of a child born in Lazette & Danny Bretthorst David & Renee Miller
a manger we together can, Hold on to the Star! And the angels! And the Tim Broeking Douglas Mohr
spirit of love! . :
Chris Dahmer Elizabeth Shaw
Merry Christmas, Hiram Dahmer Zachary Smith
Pastor John Brian Finke Jeremy Steveson
Chris Forcum Joshua Steveson
Craig Forcum Greg Strong
Michael Friesland Jonathan Travelstead

Daryl Hancock

ADDRESS CHANGES

Mrs. Diana Alton
2204 E. Elm Street
West Frankfort, IL 62896-3513

Please note new address changes in your church directory. Church
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower. Do not
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out.
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i# I f you have a new address, pl-@&se
M E R R Y :: 5190 and share it with us. Thank you!
#
#
CHRISTMAS / MILITARY UPDATE
:: If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for
) us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at
T h e R eV . ‘J Oh n H OI St :: 618997-5190. Also contact us if they are discharged from the service
o or have a change of address. Thank you!

#

Family :
and the Staff y
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PLEASE REMEMBER I N PRAYE -~

Please call the church office if someone should be
added to our list. Also, please let us know when
that name may be removed from the list.

e Janet Alsip e Carolyn Lee

e Pam Boester e *Carol Leeman
e Wilma Dudley e Jeanne Lokerse
e Alicia Dunning o Bill McTaggart

e Keith Frick e Robert Melton

e *Steven Frick e *Shane Rhodes
e John Geittmann e *Greg Simmons
o Jake Hertzog e *James Simpson
e Ann Isbell o Kelly Smith

e *David Kaeser e Stacey Smith

e John David Kaeser e Torie Steveson
¢ *Richard Keeling o Eloise Turner

e *Shelley Kelly o Velma Wolaver
e Pat Koepke e Elizabeth York

Rev. Ken Kramer

*Indicates a new request this month.

Edwina Young

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LI STé.
Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our

friends and members who are in need of prayer. Our intent is to list
the names of those who havespecific needs. The names will remain
on the list as long as we know there is a need. In order to keep our
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for
your request. Example: John Doed Heart Surgery 0 (include date).
Thank you for your cooperation.

The Visitation Committee

LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE

AWondgECbuhsel oré

i s the name of t his Jch

I n the form of a human chil
God became human, the Word became flesh.
That is the wonder of the love of God for us,

and it is the unfathomable, wise counsel

That this love wins and saves us.
By Dietrich Bonhoeffer

For many of us, Christmas is a
bittersweet time of the year. We
just do not feel like celebrating in
the ways we used to. Rather than
celebrating, we find ourselves
remembering people and events
that were a special part of our
lives. In their absence, we see
how much our lives have
changed. Maybe we want to
celebrate, but this year has been
most difficult because of the loss
of a job, a friendship, a
relationship, or maybe our own
health. This is the time of year,
with its long cold nights, that we
become acutely aware of the
darkness and sadness that can surround us. Very much aware
that the Christmas season can bring this kind of darkness to our
lives, Zion United Church of Christ is offering a quiet,
meditative worship service that makes time for remembering,
sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts
for the coming of Christ. Join Pastor John on Monday,
December 21,the longest night of the year, at 1:00 and 7:00 pm
for a time of worship with special music, scripture, stories, silent
reflection, healing prayer and communion. Please join us.




JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSI C MI NI
Al | Il can say is OWow! o The hol

keeping very busy in the Ministry of Music at Zion! From soloists to
instruments to chimes to bells, from organ to piano to cantatas to
musicals, the musicians and other participants are busy getting ready
for the coming of the Christ Child.

The Choir kept busy in November worshiping God with anthems
like God Leads Us On Thank You for the Valleys, and A Celtic
Thanksgiving (which they also presented with other singers from the
community at the Community Thanksgiving Service). Probably their
favorite anthem of the month was Voice of Truth from the movie
Facing the Giants. What an awesome anthem and a job well done by
soloists Michelle Lazorchak, Katie Mesler and Tony Isbell. The Choir
is also busy practicing for our annual Christmas cantata, Bethlehem
Morning that will be presented on Sunday, December 20h.

The Bell Choir continues to be very busy as well preparing music
for worship. They accompanied the hymn We Gather Togetheron the
first Sunday of November and at the Community Thanksgiving
Service and played the prelude Awesome God on the 15h. They also
played a choir chime arrangement of The Lord Bless You and Keep You
to bring the community service to a close.

The me mber s of Zi onos l nstrumen

working hard practicing hymns, preludes and solos. The entire
ensemble played an arrangement of Give Thanks with Now Thank We
All Our God woven into the selection for the 10:30 service on the 22d
and for the community service later that same day. They also
accompanied a couple of the hymns that morning. Some of the
individuals from the group are working on solos for the coming weeks.
Michelle Lazorchak led the team by presenting a very difficult
arrangement of He Is Exalted as the offertory for the 15, What a great
job she did! Be sure to come and hear the other instrumentalists in the
weeks ahead. They are working on some great music!

With rehearsals in full swing for the youth musical A King Is
Coming to Town, the youth presented a sneak preview called Extra,
Extra! Be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, December 13 at
7:00 p.m. and support our youth with your attendance.

Dondt mi s s a Sunday i n the wee

definitely miss something special! See you on Sundays!
~Diane Lazorchak, Choir Director

RECEIPTS FOR NOVEMBEENERAL FUND

DATE TOTAL

11/01/09 $ 4,656.00
11/08/09 $ 4,566.00
11/15/09 $ 3,368.90
11/22/09 $ 2,092.30
TOTAL $ 14,683.20

November 29t Receipts will appear in the January Herald

NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE
Sunday WORSHIP
DATE School 8:00AM 9:00 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL
11/01/09 25 25 32 78 135
11/08/09 27 26 25 85 136
11/15/09 21 19 28 78 125
11/22/09 23 28 22 120 170
Average 24 24 27 90 141

November 29th Attendance will appear in the January Herald

Next HERALD DEADLINE:

HERALD MONTH DUE DATE
January Herald Mon. 12/21/09

PAPER COMM.
Tues. 12/29 4:00 pm

BULLETIN DEADLINE:

Bulletin articles are due each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior
to the service on Sunday. Bulletin articles for Sunday, December 2
are due at noon on Monday, December 2Ft. The church office will be
closed on Friday, December 25,



CHRISTMAS CANTATA REHEARSALS....

Advent and Christmas Worship Rehearsals for Zionds annual Chris

t Zion United Church of Christ already have more than 40 peopl e |
at zlon Lnite uren o ns called Bethlehem Morning. We only ask that participants attend at

least 2 rehearsals so there is still time to participate, but please be sure
to come to a rehearsal soon or contact Diane Lazorchak at 8894610.

1° Sunday of Advent The Purpose of Christmas (8, 9 & 10:30) Bethlehem Morning will be presented on Sunday, December 20h
Advent Communion & Hanging of the Greens at all services during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. The remaining rehearsals are
listed below:
2" sunday of Advent A Time for Celebration (8, 9, &10:30) Sun., November 29h  4:005:30 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary
Sun., December & 6:308:00 p.m. Rehearsal in the sanctuary
3" Sunday of Advent A Time for Salvation (8 & 10:30) Sat., December 19  10:06noon Rehearsal in the sanctuary
Sun., December 2@ 10:30 a.m. Bethlehem Morning

9 am Praise Service: The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado
A touching story of Godo6s compassion tol
score of music created by Zion6s ATTENTI ON P ARRENISIS are continuing for A King Is
Coming to Town, which will be presented on Sunday, December 13, at
7:00 pm. We are also rehearsing on Wednesdays at LOGOS from
5:2(h 5:55 p.m. Please encourage your child in grades K12 to attend

7 pm Christmas Musical: The King is Coming To Town!

There appears to be some confusion in the town of Rumor Mill this year as to what king is
coming. | think I know who is coming. Do you?

and participate. There are al so
Longest Night Service A Time for Remembering ﬁSSist r\:vitkh.t 8SSFSI;)luEI;iOyou have any questions, please contact Diane
azorchak a .

For many of us, Christmas is a bittersweet time of the year. We just do not feel like celebratit
in the ways we used to. Join Pastor John on Monday, December 21 at 1:00 or 7:00 pm, fo
time of worship with special music, scripture, stories, silent reflection, healing prayer an
communion.

4™ Sunday of Advent A Time for Reconciliation (8 & 9)

10:30 anChristmas Cantata: Bethlehem Morning

Beautiful music and meaningful narration that tells the story
of God coming into humanity will fill our sanctuary this morning.

Christmas Eve A Time for Peace

11:00 pm  Lessons, Carols and Candles

Join us for this very special late night worship service filled
with scripture, carols and candles
as we welcome the Christ child into our lives.

1% Sunday of Christmas A Time for Gathering (10:30 only)
Christian Education at 9:00 am
Worship this Morning at 10:30 am, Rev. Louis Fluck will be our preacher.




Where will this King be found?
Zion United Church of Christ
930 W. Cherry St., Marion
Sunday, December 13, 2009
at 7:00 pm

ANNUAL R E P OYRol Shbuld have received, in the mail, the
Annual Report information that is due from each committee. If you
did not receive one, please contact Barbara in the church office and we
will provide the information that you need. Please have your
information in to the church office no later than Sunday, January 10,
2010. Thank you.

POI NSETT ITHef® és.a signup sheet on the Bell Tower table for
anyone who would like to honor or remember someone special this

Christmas season. Poinsettias will be $10.00 this year. Checks may be

made payable to Zion United Church of Christ. You may place your

checks in the offering plate and

checks to the church office. Poinsettias may be taken home or given to
someone after the Christmas Eve services. Thank you for your
generous donation and for helping us to beautify the sanctuary during
this Christmas season.

THANK Y OSa& and | would like to thank those wonderful Zion
volunteers who again helped us move our worldly possessions to their
final destination on Spring Lane. We want you to know that we are
grateful to our Zion family for their willingness to stick with us
through this multi move process. You are very special to our whole
family! | want to offer a special thank you to Elaine, George, and
Sylvia Jacobs for their selfless act of welcoming me into their home, not
just one week, but 7 months while | waited for our home in St. Louis to
sell. No words of gratitude can repay that kind of kindness.

Thank You!

Pastor John

| would like to thank everyone for their cards, phone calls, prayers,
and concerns while | was sick.
Sylvia Jacobs

We would like to thank our church family for their many expressions
of sympathy at the time of our
appreciated.
Theresa Kaeser and
Julie Everett

Your special ways and generous heart make a beautiful difference. We
are better and stronger because of you. Thank you so much.

Blessings

Brenda Crisp and Family of

Uni-Pres Kindercottage
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