October 2009
Dear Members of Zion,

The original Zion United Church of Christ was called Evangelische Zions Gemeinde zu of
Marion, lllinois; it was organized on October 13, 1888 by a group of German pioneers who had
migrated from Washington, Madison, and St. Clair Counties, lllinois. It is our aim to commit
ourselves to a deeper involvement of our congregation to Christ and His way, and to open our
hearts more fully to bring others to the deep concerns and love of our Lord.

Our vision and mission statement declares:

We are a fellowship of caring, sharing Christians:

Worshipping together -
Nurturing future generations i
Studying and living the teachings of the Bible
Ministering to each other, the community,

and the world at large £
Bringing the Good News&
Welcoming all into fellowship. '

Over the generations, by assimilating others into the origi'-
nally primarily Germanic members, we have become a much more diverse group of worshiping

Christians. Today, we endeavor to |live out t
are or where you are on |ifebés journey, you a

We are a church that is committed to the giving of ourselves through time, talents, and treasures
to many assorted missions. We invite you to read and enjoy this Blessings Book and wonder at
all the ways in which members of Zion give to others. Consider how you can continue to share
your talents with God and with others and how you can increase them. As we contemplate our
Covenant with God, we want to give of our all as He gave His indescribable gift.

May Goddés blessing be upon your home and our
The source materials for our Blessings book a
Wider Mission (OCWM) materials, National church resources, web resourceSteamards in

the Household of Gody Doris R. Powell. Photographs and other materials from Paula Kobler,

Jan Collins, Rev. Ivan Horn, and the national United Church of Christ.

Grace and peace, The Stewardship Committee and Rev. John Holst, Pastor



Perhaps we need to share with you the goal of this BlessingsiBbisksimply a Celebration of

Zion United Church of Christ. Itis such a joy to be part of a worshipping community of faith

and we want to share this joy with you who make it possible. How can you get excited about
your church and want to invite others if you
this Blessings Book is to once again thank you, our stewards.tifamk you stewards for your
dedication to assisting others in matters large and small. Thank you for the positive difference

you make on a daily basis. We thank God for your commitment, your presence, your service,
and your passions. And, above all, first and
indescribable gift!o
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The above graph illustrates tH2008-09 expenditures from October 2008\ ugust 2009 for the major components of the budget plus extre
mission giving. This is not a reflection of the budgeted line items. There were a number of additional mission dritlés peeiod which
are not quantifiable for financial purposes. For example over 1640 food and other nonperishable items were collecteddairavé
during Lent, numerous items were given to Hoyleton and the local schools, regular gifts to the Lighthouse Shelter and/IMtirial
Alliance, a progressive dinner to fund a well in Malawi, and the invaluable gift of blood to the Red Cross blood drives.




Joyo Fellowshi@ Laughter- Soar at Zion




