ZION 2007 AT A GLANCE

Jan. 7 Installation & Ordination of Council Members
Jan. B Unified Worship, Congregational Annual Meeting , Rev. Linda G. Coulson installed as
Zionds new I nterim Pastor

Feb.4 Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion; Souper Bowl Sunday
Feb. 11 Scout Sunday
Feb. 21 Ash Wednesday Service
Feb. 5 Church Leadero®RedBWbr kshop
March 3 Sr. High Youth to Paoli Peaks
March 21 LOGOS Year End Tailgate Party
March 26 Mediation Skills Training - Belleville
March 27 Community Lenten Service at Zion
April 1 Charity Potluck Dinner; oLife on the Edgebo
April 5 Maundy Thursday Service
April 8 Easter Sunday
April 14 Progressive Dinner
April 29  Unified Worship; Quarterly Meeting; Stewardship Dinner
May 6 Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion
May 14 Mother & Daughter Potluck
May 20 Youth Benefit Concert
May 27 Unified Service for Pentecost Sunday & Confirmation Sunday,
Confirmation Celebration
June 3 Sunday School on Summer Vacation
June 11-15 Vacation Bible SchoolatSt . Josephds Catholic Church
June I7 F at h eay Breakfést, Vacation Bible School Program
July 15 Outdoor Worship Service, Bratwurst Luncheon , Trip to Burdette Park
July 29 Unified Service, Quarterly Congregational Meeting & Potluck
Aug. 5 Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion; Lynch Scholarship Award Presented
Aug. 16  Lifeline Screening
Sept. 78 IL South Annual Meeting in Waterloo
Sept.9 Outdoor Worship, Rally Day -LOGOS/Rotation Model Kickoff, Annual Ice Cream Social
Sep. 6 Sunday School back in session, Ecclesiastical CouncH Carlyle
Oct. 7 World Wide C ommunion Sunday
Oct. 21 Chi | dr e n 6&Qudterly Keetingy & Potluck
Nov. 2 Chicken & Dumpling Luncheon
Nov. 4 Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion
Nov. 11  Stewardship Sunday
Nov. 25  Totenfest
Dec. 2 1st Sunday of Advent, Breakfast with Santa
Dec.9 Chil dr €md& i st ma $WishiYauglegsasm 0
Dec. 16 Cant &tLight Still Shineso
Dec. 23 Sunday School Christmas Program oWal k to t
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services Candlelight & Communion



PAST BRO6F ANNUAL REPORT
for January 20, 20(8

"Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to God in heaven."”
Matthew 5:16

This is the call that goes out to each and every one of us, as individuals and as a community of faith....to be a
light that shows the goodness of God, that strives to see God's Kingdom realized here on earth, to lead other
people to the ways of Christ.

| came to you one year ago, not exactly certain what to expect. But | felt God had a reason for calling me here;
and so | c¢ ama&lg nesenldokeg baakt e f

When | first came, | sensed very strongly that there was much fear about conflict emerging at congregational
meetings (imagine my fear, considering my first Sunday with you was at your annual meeting!). But you
held together thro ugh that meeting and we moved on.

Since then, there have been various opportunities for conflict: numerous changes in worship times, changes in
the physical features of the sanctuary, changes in the Christian Education format and programming; even
changesthat | bring about in the pulpit as a preacher and as a woman. But what | have heard and seen is
people committed to talking through issues; sharing information, working on resolving problems together
and expressing hope for the future.

Of course, thereis still some unresolved anger over church conflicts that have occurred over the past years,

which is common. It is difficult for people to ol e

an issue. So we will continue to work at ways to bui ld up our fellowship; and | will continue to keep my door
open to any and all who want to be heard.

Now, hear me very clearly: as a faith family you have so much for which to be thankful

o folk who have taken on the task of providing strong leadership to keep Zion moving forward;

e committed volunteers who have organized fundraisers, helped in the office, cared for our buildings and
grounds, and taken part in our rotation Sunday School program as teachers or shepherds;

e ifted artists who have provided us wi th beautiful music each Sunday as part of the choir, bell choir,
soloist or musician; at any and all of our worship services.

e your generous offerings to be sent to those in need: Hitz Home, Hoyleton, Uni-Pres Kindercottage,
Lighthouse Shelter, Marion Minis terial Alliance, Operation Christmas Child, Local Mission Fund; and
thatds to name just a few.

e A strong youth program for our children through our Sunday School and LOGOS programs. They are
programs incorporating fun and challenge as they learn who they are as children of God and their
responsibilities to the local church and beyond.

e And the | ist goes oné.

Doing the work of the Kingdom is not always an easy task. God calls us to challenges and a way of life that
may go against the grain of society; but when we work together, we can accomplish great things and we can
do it surrounded by a fellowship that comforts and supports, praises and celebrates together.

| want to express my sincere thanks to the Church Council for providing leadership to this faith family; to all
Committees for their work and dedication; to Diane, Gail, our organists & pianists for their musical

leadership; to Barbara for her organizational skills that keep our office running smoothly; to Ron, our new
custodian and our Buildings and Grounds Committee for their devotion to the weekly cleaning and caring for
the buildings.

May God grant us vision to truly live as the Body of Christ throughout the coming year. May we continually
be open to God's presence and abundant grace in our lifetogether.

Blessings for your journey,



Rev. Linda
ZION LOCAL MISSION FUND

Zion United Church of Christ believes its mission is to provide assistance

Our to those in need who are members of this church body as well as those
ChurchIn wi thin the community. 0God calls
Mission been enabled through Christ. This ministry includes spiritual support

and counsel, advocacy for those without voi cle,

Policy Statement on Financial Assistance, Zion United Church of Christ).

We have been able to help members and nonmembers in various degrees of need, with $5,173.74 in
assistance dispersed. Account balanceat end of 2007 is$925.07.

Thank you for being so generous with your offerings this year.

Rev. Linda

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Pastoral Relations Committee is a standing committee at Zion that seeks to support and
maintain an open and healthy relationship between the pastor and members of the congregation.
The committee serves in two primary ways: as an advisory group to the pastor and as a support for
the pastor's leadership. An annual evaluation of the pastor is performed by this committee and
recommendations for salary changes are presented to the budget committee. Rev. Linda Coulson
began her ministry as interim pastor at Zion in January, 2007, and it has been a pleasure sharing in
ministry with her throughout 2007. The committee met monthly, at 6:00 p.m. on the third M onday of
each month.

The 2007 Pastoral Relations Committee members were: Janet Martin (Chair), Jan Collins
(Scribe), Sharolyn Atwood, Walter Pape, and Gracie Reilly.

STAFF RELATIONS

The duties of the Staff Relations Committee are to establish job
descriptions for all church staff employees, paid and non -paid, other than
the pastor(s), to review staff personnel annually and to recommend salary
adjustments. When asked by council, they are asked to address personnel
problems and recommend solutions. In accordance with the Zion

Constitution, the Staff Relations Committee is composed entirely of council

members.

Staff members included: Secretary, Custodians, Bell Choir Director, Chancel Choir Director,
Nursery Attendant, Organists, and Pianists.

In 2007 the Staff Relations Committee recommended not extending the term of the contract for
Assistant to the Pastor currently held by Rev. Louis Fluck. Custodians Mike Absher and Jay Smart
resigned their positions and new custodian Ron Odle was hired through Extra Help and began work
Nov. 27,

Members of the Staff Relations Committee include Chuck Williamson (Chair) , Shelia
Baysinger, Miledda Edmonds, Tony Isbell, and Brian Thomas.



ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
REPORT for 2007

During the month of January | was a full time pastor until our interim pastor , Rev. Linda Coulson,
arrived on January 28, 2007.1 also covered for Rev. Coulson while she was on vacation.

After Ken left | helped Miledda with the Confirmation Class taking over teaching the class after Rev.
Coulson arrived.

During 2007 | have conducted 10 worship services at Zion [counting the early services]; 1 worship
service at Zion in Metropolis and 3 worship services at Immanuel in Carlyle.

| officiated at the Ordination and Installation service of our deacons and council members in January
and 3 Services of Holy Communion.

| officiated at five Funerals:

Bill Mcintire with Hal Landwehr & January 11, 2007

Herbert oOMuttd BroekioMarchvBj200r Li nda Coul son
Carmen Boester with Roger Moore & Linda Coul son 6 April 4, 2007

Harold Adams with Floyd Dorris & May 17, 2007

Philip Eigenmann & May 30, 2007

| also attended the Funerals of Lillian Grounds and Emil Feurer .

| officiated at two weddings: Ec kols d Hatchett & Young & Abney with Rev. Coulson.

| made around 24 hospital visitations, 24 nursing home visitations and 28 home visitations
[sometimes with others] .
(Continued on next page)



ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
REPORT for 2007 (Contdd)

During the year of 2007 | attended all the meetings of the Council and Congregation. In addition , |
attended most of the meetings, but not all the meetings, of the: Worship Committee, the Mission
Committee, the Visitation Committee, the Christian Education Committee, the Memorial Committee
the Audio -Visual Committee, the Scrap Book Committee, the Long Range Planning Committee,
Mends Fell owship and most of the choir practices

| have helped around the church facilities:

Installing new lights in the church basement

Reorganizing the Audio Visual sound room
Cleaning & paintingth e pastordés office
Helped take down the Christmas decorations

Helped trimming the trees and bushes

Helped mow the lawn

Sprayed weeds in the parking lot

Helped paint the church basement

Helped at the Chicken & Dumpling dinner

Help spray wash the church

Help ed vacuum and clean the church when we were without a janitor
Helped replace the old sewer pipe in the Educational Building

In addition I:
Worked on the Archives
Helped haul off old electronic
Attended the boys basketball game [took video]
Made anearlyhi st ory of Zion presentation to the Menos
Circle
Gave blood at all the blood drives
Went Bowling with the Jr. High Class
Went to the Marion City Hall meeting
Participated in oLife on the Edgebd
Attended the LOGOS Tail Gate Party
Helped take the youth to breakfast
Went on the Confirmation trip
Participated in the Progressive dinner
Met with the church Insurance Representative
Attended the Lazorchak and Martin graduation party
Hel ped with VBS at St. Josephos
Traveled to Burdette Park in Evansville, Indiana
Took Jean Travelstead to Barnes Hospital
Attended a special meeting of the conference with Rev. Coulson & our Delegates
Attended the Annual meeting of the Conference
Attended the Ecclesiastical meeting in Carlyle
Atten ded the Clergy Retreat at DuBois Center
Attended Rally Day
Obtained an estimate for our stained glass windows
(Continued on next page)

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR



REPORT for 2007 (Contdd)

Attended Jim Langdocds farewell celebration in N
Attended the LOGOS hayride [took videos]

Attended the Sr. High Youth Fellowship wiener roast

Attended the Installation Service for Rev. Culver

Attended the Region 1 meeting here at Zion

Took pictures at 0Breakfast with Santad

Made presentations for NIN & Christmas Fund during Mission Moments

Helped at clean up after LOGOS

Sang in the Cantata

Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Louis Fluck

/—%_*

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
%# First of all, since this is my first article for Z i o Aringal Report, | would
like to thank Chris Osborne and Randy Jones for allowing me an opportunity to
assist at Zion UCC. | would like to say that | have thoroughly enjoyed working
hereasthec hur ch secr et ar y. thatlthad aslmokt daemthreeo |
years. All the people here have been very good to me and that makes a big
di fference on a persond6s job perfor manc
Secondly, | would like to thank all those who have helped me in some way : Diane Lazorchak
for helping me proof the bulletins and the Herald Paula Kobler and Judy Kuhar for taking c are of the
office in my absence Alan Rushing for helping in numerous ways: mail, computers, purchases,
miscellaneous jobs, etc; Br yan Wi | sonds hel pand\GaitlitnIsbellfoe hecsaommen t e |
help this past year. | also thank the Church Council for allowing me the time off with other
secretaries on 0Se chrtleetllinois Sosth ddrafgrenc@ u Thé trips totHoyleton ,
Neighborhood Houses and the Botanical Gardens were very interesting and fun! Meeting other
secretaries andsharingea ¢ h ot h ewa$wery hetpfela s
| would have to truly say that Zion is a very busy church. Working in the office really makes
a year go by fast. Keeping up with appointments, meeting deadlines with the weekly bulletins and
the monthly Herald and keeping up with all the in between jobs . Working into the next month when
youdre not even half way t hr oulgse totwbrgler whatrttmeantyno u 6
the Bible when it said that to the Lord a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as a day.
Now | know!
| really appreciate working with Rev. Linda Coulson. From giggles to seriousness, we get the
job done. Rev. Linda really has her hands full at times, but she still keeps on top of things.
The LOGOS time and the triptothe Jo n e s 6 Felreen fuh.alt is good when people can
get together, relax and have a good time. It is especially important for the children. Some children
dondt have the opportunity to share in fun ta me
part. You are important! You make a difference!

Respectfully submitted by Barbara Rhodes, Zion Secretary



FROM THE RECORDS 2007

BIRTHS

Easton Drake Hilliard 02/19/07 Lilly Ann Steveson 06/28/07
Kelsee Kathleen Wardell  04/23/07 Aleya Destiny Alton 06/29/07
Cole Robert Thomas 06/26/07 Lucas Eric Steveson 12/01/07
BAPTISMS

Easton Drake Hilliard 04/15/07

Katelyn Brooke Salzman  05/27/07
Kelsee Kathleen Wardell 06/17/07

CONFIRMED

Emilee Alexandra Bowles 05/27/07 Mallory Nichole Shoukletvich 05/27/07
Carson James Edmonds  05/27/07 Colin Luke Soldner 05/27/07
Katlyn Suzanne Groves  05/27/07 Bailey Nicole White 05/27/07

Katelyn Brooke Salzman  05/27/07

MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERRED BY REQUEST OF MEMBER
Rev. Ken & Norma Kramer 02/12/07
Ashley Samahon 06/17/07
Deana Shaw 07/18/07

JOINED BY AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Ashley Mrazek 12/ 090 7
MARRIAGES

Ashley Pearson & Sterling Mrazek 03/ 24/0 7
Rachel Hatchett & Harry Eckols 05/ 24/0 7
Ashleigh Martin & David McElroy 12/01/07
DEATHS

William Carrol Mclntire 0V 07/ 07
Mildred M. (Wisely) Gustafson 01/ 26/0 7
Herbert E. OMuttdé &Bft0deki ng
Rose Schaubert 03/ 080 7
Carmal etta o0CarmentdBOESt er
Philip A. Eigenmann 05/ 25/0 7

Lillian Agnes Grounds 08 29/0 7

C. E. O Crmettc k 6 Co 10/ 050 7
Emil A. Feurer 10/13/07



Month

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
For Year

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
For Year

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
For Year

ATTENDANCE AND RECEIPTS RECORDS

2002 2003 2004
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
69 62 59
67 43 67
69 61 64
56 60 62
62 46 54
a7 46 40
39 41 34
56 43 33
74 77 52
52 62 50
49 66 55
66 61 56
59 56 52

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

2002 -2007

2005 2006

i AVERAGE PER SUNDAY
43 50
41 47
54 51
46 42
44 35
43 25
28 24
22 33
42 32
46 35
48 43
51 19
42 36

i AVERAGE PER SUNDAY

134
149
185
139
144
129
122
139
162
138
148
159
146

$3,19
$3,615
$3,034
$3,113
$3,274
$2,933
$3,296
$3,266
$3,078
$3,814
$4,288
$4,022
$3,411

188
167
183
207
157
183
134
152
207
161
187
223
179

RECEIPTS i AVERAGE PER SUNDAY

179
177
181
207
195
177
134
162
168
169
181
192
177

155
164
202
152
181
160
143
140
140
142
124
143
154

$3,429
$4,307
$3,590
$3,274
$3,520
$3,490
$3,589
$3,407
$3,668
$3,689
$3,836
$6,257
$3,838

$3,838
$4,286
$4,078
$3,955
$3,677
$3,616
$3,298
$3,637
$3,663
$3,496
$3,731
$4,349
$3,802

$5,124
$4,569
$5,816
$4,484
$6,812
$4,008
$4,051
$3,983
$4,851
$6,649
$6,427
$5,484
$5,188

124
140
144
169
140
157
127
145
150
137
144
173
146

$3,938
$4,127
$7,533
$4,713
$9,118
$4,607
$4,164
$4,768
$4,084
$4,288
$4,879
$3,611
$4,986

2007

43
44
45
45
25

N/A

N/A

N/A
16
22
20
31
32

132
135
142
184
151
118
112
132
121
115
126
154
135

$4,050
$3,728
$8,702
$5,442
$4,525
$4,081
$4,156
$3,822
$4,027
$4,234
$4,632
$5.285
$4,724



PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

The Pastoral Search Committee was started in 2007 after Rev. Kramer left to
accept a call in Interim Ministry. The committee consists of Walter Pape (ce
chairman), Brian Thomas (co-chair), George Jacobs (secretary), Miledda
Edmonds (Chaplin), Gail Jones, Christie Isbell, Mary Cardey-Harris, Linda
Ruehmkorff , and Ruth Herman. While putting the profile together we have
PASTORAIL. been fortunate to have the guidance and experience from Rev. Linda.

SEARCH The committee has been meeting every two weeks since forming, except for
TT December and has been putting together the Church profile.  The
COMMI EE congregation was sent questionnaires to help us in putting together the
profile. We had a great response from the congregation and we would like to thank everyone for
their thoughts.

2 o8 ...

The committee was informed in November that the UCC had changed the profile form and it will
require us to adjust some of our responses to the questions. We plan on putting some photos of the
Church and our Church programs in our profile. We will also have the profile professionally bound
when completed and accepted.

The committee will continue to meet every two weeks in 2008 until the profile is completed,
accepted and submitted to the UCC. We will then adjust our meeting times according to when
profiles are received.

The committee would like to thank the entire congregation for their thoughts and prayers as we
continue the task of finding the right person to le ad Zion UCC into the future.

Fundraising: Educational Building/Renovation/Enhancement Fund

The Educational Building/Renovation/Enhancement Committee was formed in the fall of 2002. The
main purpos e of this committee is to raise funds for the educational building needs at Zion. Since
the renovations have been completed to the educational wing, no money has been disbursed. The
committee continues its efforts to host the annual Chicken and Dumpling Luncheon the first Friday
in November of each year. The use of Kroger Gift Cards is a year round effort that Zion Church
receives 4% of each dollar put on the Kroger Gift Card. The only thing members need to do is
orecharged6 or put m dGifteCard when they shopr at Kfager.g Enfortunately,
Fazoli ds i s no | arangdeaisersobly fivng iorgagizatiomselb% of food orders at
designated times. Committee members are: Michelle Baxter, Pam King, Paula Kobler, Linda
Fietsam, Larry Kuhar, Jean Travelstead, and Kathy Lilly.



LOGOS LINE

LOGOS provides a mid-week Christian nurturing experience for
youth from first grade through hi
held on Wednesdays after school. Program components include
Recreation Time, Bible Study, Worship Skills and Family Time (during
which time the evening meal is served). LOGOS enhances and
compliments Sunday School and worship, and students and parents are )
encouraged to attend Zion each Sunday. LOGOS builds enjoyable social A '\
Christian relationships between adults and youth, the children
themselves, and the entire congregation. The b
and deserves to be treated that way. 6

Since this article covers a calendar year and the LO®S year actually follows a school year,
we first need to highlight the end of the 2006-07 year as we had a terrific yearend event. We ended
our LOGOS year in March with a tail -gate party on the East lawn. What great fun, food and
fellowship. Ourtheme f or t he year was OBuilding Godds Tean
sanctuary for a very special program. The LOGOS Sisters returned from 6 years ago to present their
rendition of a medley from Sister Act. Those sisters could have been in the movie themselves! And
we wonot soon forget our LOGOS <cheerl eaders Lo
Osborne, and Alan Rushing. Wow! With the help of their coach, Michelle Baxter, they were
outstanding!

We are now in our 14th year for the LOGOS program at Zion. Our theme for 2007-08 is
oOWedve Got Spirito and what a spirited bunch we
children and youth and at least that many adult staff members and volunteers actively involved in
the program. Not only do we continue to learn more about Jesus and our faith, but we continue to
learn more about our relationships with one another. We have had a great time participating in

mi ssion projects, visiting the Jones &ngfwighrpappetsssi n
and participating in worship. We had a great ti
Jesusod and it was a great success! We visited |

of our songs from the musical there. Pehaps the highlight of the 2007-08 LOGOS year so far was
when the students built a cardboard boat and Pastor Linda successfully rowed it across Lake Louie
(Randy & Gail d&s | ake). It was a |l ot of fun! I
and be willing to embark on this important mission and thank you to Randy and Gail for your
willingness to host our group once again!

Several of our LOGOS staff members worked with the Christian Education Committee to
develop our new Christian Education Ro tation Model which ties LOGOS and Sunday School
together. This model offers storytime, movie time, cooking, science, computers, games, music, art,
and crafts. The kids seem to be having a great time with this!

The LOGOS program has a Steering Committee who is responsible for calling the LOGOS
staff. The calling process requires a great deal of thought, prayer, and discernment. The success of
the program also requires the commitment and participation of many called staff members along
with several volunt eers. A new staff is called each year, allowing God to lead in the calling of
persons to serve in specific positions and allowing those who feel called to serve. Those who
accepted the call in the leadership positions of the program for 2007-2008 are as ftows:

(Continued on next page)
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LOGOS LI NE (Contod)

Co-Directors: George Jacobs and Diane Lazorchak
Recreation Team Leaders: Gwen Finnegan and Jenny Judd

Bible Study Team Leaders: Miledda Edmonds and Linda Fietsam
Worship Skills Team Leaders:  Gail Jones and Amanda Osborne

High School Team Leader: Miledda Edmonds

Family Time Leaders: Flora Reilly and Jean Travelstead

Kitchen Team Leaders: Rhonda Soldner and Jerry Thomas
Publicity Team Leaders: Janet Martin and Paula Kobler

Treasurer: Sharolyn Atwood

Dinner Deans: Randy Jones, Chris Osborne, and Gracie Reilly
Nursery Team Leader: Elaine Jacobs

Volunteer Leader: Pauline Broeking

Support Team Leader: Esta Mae Fowler

Comforters: Pastor Linda Coulson and George Jacobs

In addition to the coordinators, the calling process fills many other positions. Teachers, table
parents, drivers and kitchen crew are also called positions each year. Other positions which must be
taken care of and filled on a weekly basis include, but are not necessarily limited to, table setters,
dishwashers, dining room cleanup, laundry, and snacks. All positions are equally important to the
success of our LOGOS program, and we are blessed with a great staff and a terrific group of
volunteers.

Beginning Balance: $10,309.64
Total Income: (Tuitions, Donations, Misc.) 3,432.63
Total Expenditures: (Food, Supplies, Training, etc.) 4,759.94
BALANCE ON HAND 8/31/07: $ 8,982.33

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharolyn Atwood, Treasurer

A special thank you to each and every one of you for helping us to continue to make our
LOGOS program successful.

11



LOGOS STEERING COMMITTEE

The LOGOS Steering Committee is responsible for providing guidance and support for the
LOGOS program, the LOGOS staff, and the LOGOS youth. It attempts to maintain continuity from
year to year. The LOGOS Steering Committee calls the LOGOS Directors, Coordinators, and their
Assistants for each new year, as well as, the Treasurer, Volunteer Coordinator, Nursery Coordinator,
and Publicity Coordinator. This committ ee attempts to work closely with the Christian Education
Committee to provide a complete program for children and youth from Grades 1 -12.

The committee members for 2007 were Gwen Finnegan, George Jacobs, Diane Lazorchak,
Janet Martin, Rhonda Soldner, and &an Travelstead. Pastor Linda has also worked with this
committee to provide guidance and support throughout the year. This committee worked closely
with the Christian Education Committee this past summer to help develop the Christian Education
Rotation Model that we are currently using on Wednesday s and Sundays. Since LOGOS had been
blessed with a large amount of donations, we have used some of the money to purchase necessary
equipment to implement the Rotation Model such as computers for the computer r oom and a screen
and projector for the movie room. These expens.
year.

Please continue to give LOGOS your support and prayers and thank you for all you have done
and continue to do to keep the LOGOS program alive and well at Zion.

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak and George Jacobs, CeDirectors

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Christian Ed Committee has been very busy this year. We held Bible School in
I]IHE[ [Iﬁ June with St. Josephsted a sWimtpharty lati Burde@ehRark dnh |
Evansville, Indiana, Rally Day, the Christmas program, and the first Walk to the
e Manger. This was also a year of firsts for the CE Committee. We followed the public
school model and took our first summer vacation. T his gave us a chance to get ready
for our other big first, we changed the delivery of Christian Education at Zion. We prepared rooms
and ideas and now are participating in the Rotational Model of Christian Education. We teamed up
with LOGOS, planned sched ul e s , and we put together areas fo
include computers, music, science, art games, storytelling, cooking and movies. The young people
and the volunteers have been very positive in their reactions to all the changes.

The CE Committee would like to emphasize the importance of attendance. Each station is
offered once to the student; if they miss that station, they miss that experience. You, the parents, are
instrumental in the success of this program. Please make a poirt in this new year to create or expand
your childds faith story.

12



JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

The ZUCC Junior High Youth Fellowship meets the third Sunday of the
8. 4. month. The group consists of youth from 6" - 8" grades. Our 20062007 membership
INIEIéY averaged 15 youth and our current group has 10 members. They participate in both

mission and social activities.

Last winter they enjoyed an evening at the Marion Bowling Alley and a movie
night at the church which included a pizza party.

When spring arrived t he youth worked to clean out the flower beds around the church and to
plant new flowers.

Summer they took a break.

When school started again the youth reunited for an end of the summer swimming and BBQ
party.

In the fall, they helped to prepare dessert for the homeless shelter. They also spent a evening
in the great outdoors having a hotdog roast, fishing, four -wheeling and playing a little football.

Before Christmas break the youth helped to load and deliver shoeboxes for needy children.
Theyendedt he meeting with | unch at Mackiebdbs Pizza.

Sponsors: Deanna Herzog and Candace Whitehead 200&007
Pam Carter and Candace Whitehead 20072008

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

The Senior High Youth Fellowship enjoyed another year of fellowship,
stewardship and fun. We conducted several fundraisers to send four youth
(Nathan Wachter, Shane Martin, Shailer Martin and Michael Lazorchak) on a
mission trip to Ecuador. Those fundraisers included a Valentine Cake Sale,
Jewelry Party and BBQ Rib Sale. We once again conducted the Easter Sunrise
Service.

We did not meet in the summer but began meeting again as the school year started. Our
mission work has been focused on the Lighthouse Shelter. We have helped Rhonda serve. This
began during our confirmation classes. The kids really enjoyed this. We thought that we would
then take it upon ourselves one Sunday a month. We have gotten away from this over the holidays,
but have plans to return to our favorite mission, | believe, every othe r month.

The kids have presented the Mission Moment twice. Once regarding the Lighthouse and then
again regarding Kindercottage. They have ushered more than once this school year and have been
involved in the Bell Choir for the Christmas Eve Service and some in the Christmas Program.

The other meetings have been about fellowship. They love to get together and go out to eat
most of the time. They have been to the movies. They have met about two times per month. We had
a bonfire at Mihefaldddaverd to theoJudgraentiHousetin Dorisville for Halloween.
This was a very interesting and moving evening for me and the kids. We are planning a game night
for this month. They have also helped with the Blood Drive and will be helping with Soup er Bowl
Sunday. They are a very close group of kids and are a very important part of this church family.
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AUDIO VISUAL MINISTRY

This group is responsible for the development and use of our audio system, our video
recordings and our projection system. This committee became very active during 2007 and we
continue to be very active in this ministry in an attempt to enhance the worship experience for all.

We now have 12 hearing devices to assist those who may have more difficulty hearing the
services. These devices have proved very beneficial. We also added two new monitors and two new
speakers in the front of the sanctuary. We are continuing to develop our DVD recordings of the
services and other special events. If you are unable to attend worship andwould like to view a DVD
of the services, please contact the church office and we will assist you.

Our projection system continues to be an important part of our worship experience. Itis used
for video loops before and between services to keep us betterinformed as to what is going on in the
church. Thank you so much to Alan Rushing who has become a master at creating these loops and a
special thank you to Paula Kobler and others who have helped to provide such terrific pictures for
0The Loop.eénisuSed en agagular basis for viewing the scripture during worship 9 this
has enhanced | earning. |t i's also used for mi
sermons and baptisms. The screen has become an important part of the blended sevice which is
held on the second Sunday of each month and it will no doubt help to generate excitement when a
regular praise service is started in January of 2008. The screen has also been used for weddings,
funerals, and other special programs. Perhapsthe most memorable video of the year was shown
during worship when we watched Pastor Linda row across Lake Louie on a cardboard boat that was
built by our LOGOS students. It worked! Way to go, Linda!

During the year we also added a large screen televison in the church dining room and
televisions in the Nursery and Fellowship Hall that are tied to the projection system to assist in
viewing the services and loops throughout the building. We also added computers in the Church
Library for use in the comput er unit of the Christian Education Rotation Model and we created a
movie room in the Christian Education Wing. Our big project for 2008 will be to improve the
lighting in the sanctuary. We already have approval from the congregation and part of the money
has been raised.

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard on this committee or assisted this committee
by taking pictures, operating equipment, or donating funds.

Our committee members for 2007 were Louis Fluck, Gail Jones, Diane Lazorchak, Janet
Martin, Chris Osborne, Gracie Reilly, Alan Rushing, and Chuck Williamson. Sheila Baysinger also
met with this committee on a number of occasions to assist us in the planning of the lighting project.
Thank you, Sheila.

The Audio Visual team appreciates your support and constructive feedback.

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, Chairperson
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC

One of our new choir anthems for 2007
and faithful servant, Well done, well done, feel the pleasure of the Lord.
pleasure it is to share music for the Lord! As in the past our musicians, choir members,
Bell Choir members, and instrumentalists continue to give of their time and talents to
worship and praise our Heavenly Father. The big bonus is that we have a great time
doing it!

The Choir continues to participate regularly, the Bell Choir participates about
twice a month and the Instrumental Ensemble plays occasionally. The Praise Team
leads songs on the second Sunday of each month at the latservice, plus we are blessed
with a variety of soloists and special groups.

We continue to try to offer something special for everyone with different styles
of musi c. We know t hat we candt pl ease everyoneg e
inspired by the messages of the music. Some of the new anthems for 2007 werdlove That Mountain, Lord;

Well, Done, Thy Good and Faithful Servant; Hark, the Herald Angels Sing; Christmas Is Coming; and
Breathe. Several of our young people have not only assisted us with some of the praise songs and other
special music, but they presented two musicals during 2007. In April, the high school, junior high, and some
very oOyoungo a d.ifel on she pdgee sTkep tvared outstanding! On December 91, the youth
presented | Wish You Jesus Dick and Paula Kobler portrayed the grandparents and what a great job they
did. You were all terrific!!

On May 20th, the Choir and Bell Choir presented a Benefit Concert to assist the youth in raising funds
for a mission trip to Ecuador. Our youth also presented their puppet rendition of He Is Jehovah What fun!

Our travelers included Michael Lazorchak, Shailer and Shane Martin, and Nathan Wachter. We raised $1,482!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the conce rt or supported this important mission.

The Bell Choir added some new selections to their repertoire this season as well. Some of the newBell
anthems were Tuya Es la Gloria (with Chuck Williamson on guitar); Plink, Plank, Pluck (wow, does that one
go fast!); Wayfaring Stranger; and A Salute to the Military . What a terrific job Gail does getting the Bell
Choir to stretch and expand their gifts. Thank you, Gail, for being so patient with us! In the spring of 2007
we introduced a new Four in One Handbell Choir. Each member of this group is required to cover 4 bells at
once. The group consisted of Karen CardeyHarris, Diane & Michelle Lazorchak, and Toni Shoukletovich.

On Sunday, December 1@, the Chancel Choir and several friends presented our Christmas cantata, A
Light Still Shines, t hat was presented. I dondt know how this
better. Thank you to all of our participants, to our narrators Paula and Shawn and to our shepherds and
wisemen. A special thank you to Josh and Tori Steveson and their newborn son Lucas Eric who portrayed
Mary, Joseph, and the Baby Jesus. Lucas was only 2 weeks old and he was just an angel!

In addition to our regular services we tried something we had not done in several years - we enjoyed
two services outside. What fun! We actually moved the drums and guitars outside and had a great time
praising God in the great outdoors. At the service
such a great time in July thatwe decided t o do it again in September for
as cooperative, but the rain held off and it was great. We followed the service with our annual ice cream
social.

I know that Gail joins me in thanking all of our Choir and Bell Choir members and their families for
their dedication to the Ministry of Music at Zion. You are greatly appreciated by alll Thank you to the special
groups and soloists who provided special music during the year. Thank you to Doris, our choir accompanist;
to our organists @ Sharon, Doris, and Eileen; to our pianists @ Sharolyn, Toni, and Karen; to Chuck and Gracie
who have assisted us on guitar and Michelle Lazorchak who assisted us on drums. You are all terrific! Thank
you to Pastor Linda and to Barbara and the rest of the church staff for your tremendous support of our
Ministry of Music. A special thank you to our sound, video, and computer technicians who have assisted us
so faithfully this past year. You are all wonderful and appreciated more than words can say!

2008 promises to be another great year in the Ministry of Music at Zion. Thank you all for your
attendance, comments, suggestions, love, support and prayers for the Music Ministry at Zion!
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---Diane Lazorchak, Choir Director
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

This committee serves as advisor and consultant to the pastor regarding the
planning, coordination, and evaluation of worship services. = Comments,
coordination, and potential changes are discussed and recommendations are
presented to Council when appropriate. The Worship Committee meets on a
regular basis on the fourth Monday of each month. It has been a pleasure to work
with our Interim Pastor Linda Coulson and we appreciate all that she does for
Zion Church.

ﬂ H‘ The members of the Worship Committee assist with the preparations for

special events, as well as the regular worship services. During the summer, we

once again o&HyemrdSwBedyrysd on the 1st a
month and we continued to use praise songs on the second Sunday of each month throughout the
year.

Our biggest challenge during 2007 was remembering what time to come to worship. We
started the year with services at 8:30 and 10:40 a.m. At the April congregational meeting, the
congregation voted to go to one service for the summer to provide an opportunity to bring the
congregation together and to relieve the workload of the church staff and so many volunteers, so
from June 11t d September 9, we held unified worship services at 9:30 a.m. The adult Sunday
School class continued at 8:30 for the summer and the children and youth took the summer off to
give the Christian Education staff time to prepare for the new Christian Education Rotation Model.

At the congregational meeting in July, the congregation voted to continue the unified services
at 10:00, so starting on September 18, unified services were held at 10:00 with Sunday School at 9:00.
Following that decision a few people shared their concerns with the church council about only
having one service. Another small group came to the committee and council with the desire to start a
separate praise service. The Worship Committee met with these 2 groups for a total of 6 hours and at
the November congregational meeting, the congregation approved going to 3 services. A condensed
traditional service will start at 8:00 and a new praise service will start at 9:00. The 10:30 service that
includes the childrends ser mons, choirs, mi ssi o
The new 8:00/10:30 schedule was started on Sunday, November 1% and it was decided that the new
praise service would start on January 6". When unified services are needed, they will be held at
10:30, to hopefully minimize additional confusion.

Thank you to Pastor Linda for all of your hard work and patience during this past year. You
have truly been a gift from God. Thank you to the rest of the church staff and the many volunteers
who help to make the worship experience go smoothly and help to make it meaning ful for all.
Thank you to everyone who served this past year as worship leaders, ushers, greeters, and acolytes.
Thank you to the musicians, the choirs, those who prepared communion, assisted in the sound room
and video booth, who rang the church bell, assisted with altar flowers, or assisted with worship
services or preparations in any way.

The members of the Worship Committee for 2007 included Doris Anderson, Sharolyn
Atwood, Karen Cardey -Harris, Jan Collins, Interim Pastor Linda Coulson, Eileen Crawfo rd, Rev.
Louis Fluck, Gail Jones, Diane Lazorchak, Alan Rushing, Toni Wells and Sharon Wilson. We
welcome comments and suggestions from the congregation at all times and our meetings are open to
anyone who would like to attend.

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, Chairperson
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

The Memorial Committee receives, accounts for and disburses all memorial gifts t
Zion United Church of Christ. Acquisitions of items which enhance the worship
service, various ministriesf the church and which benefit the church membership as a
whole are reviewed and recommendations made to the Church Council for purchas
Memorial Funds are spent for these acquisitions after approval.

— Contributions to the fund were $5325 in 200. The Memorial Committee

recommended an expenditure of $1,066.12 to comphetéghting in the basement,

] $799.99 to purchasa safe to store church records, $1,099.87 to purcha®¥

monitor for the basement, $536.65 to purchase listening devicesantbuds, spent
$131.75 for postage and $9.07 for additional memorial book pages. The Memori:

Committee also allocated $15,000 toward the first & second phase of lighting in the sanctuary (in CD at
Natl. Bank). The acknowledgement cards, enveloged,contribution envelopes used for memorials have been
redesigned and on order to be used starting in 2008.

Officers for 200 7
Chairman:

Vice Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Treasurerds Report

Sharon Wilson CD at Mid Country Bank $ 5,000.00
Esta Mae Fowler CD at Mid Country Bank 3,286.61
Doris Anderson CD at Old National Bank 15,000.00
Sharolyn Atwood Checking Account 8,626.72

TOTAL $3191333

Brian Thomas was Council Representative for 2007. The officers for 2007 will remain the same for

2008

MENOG S
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i
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Financial Summary:

Sadly,t he Mends Fellowship of Zion UCC, he
2007. Attendance had dwindled from averaginginthemid -3 0d6s i n 199
12 attendees at each of the final two meetings. The loss of our President and
prime -mover since 1996, Mr. Herbert Broeking, in March 2007, left a void which

no one seemed willing to fill. During the winter of 2007 we heard a report on
Mari on High School d&ds football prospect
Rev. Gretchen Sterret told us about the facilities available for use at DuBois
Center. After some discussion the treasury was divided among causes
previously supported by the group .

Expenditures:

Beginning Balance $43595 Breakfast Expense $ 24456

Contributions 37052 DuBois Memorial Fund/

Funds Available for 2007 $80647 Herbert Broeking 100.00

Less Expenditures 806.47 Supplies to MMA Food Pantry 16191

Balance on Hand 12/31/07 $ -0 Heifer International 150.00
Marion Medical Mission 150.00
Total Expenditures $ 806.47

Respectfully Submitted,

Larry Feurer, Secretary/Treasurer
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MEDIA RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The Media Relations Committee is responsible for
and activities to the membership and the community. The church purchases a weekly advertisement in the
Marion Daily Republican newspaper. Richard Kobler submitted the weekly activities for publication. During
the Lenten and Advent Seasons, additional advertisements are purchased. Additional pictures and articles
are submitted at various times, i.e. Lynch Scholarship, Confirmation Class, LOGOS, and Stewardship projects.

The Marion Daily runs these articles at their own discretion at no charge on the Faith and Values Page. The
Media Relations Committee held no formal meetings in 2007, however provided help when approached. The
2007 Committee members were Sheila Baysinger (Council Representative), Richard Kobler, Paula Kobler, and
Barbara McAlister.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Nominati ng Commi tteeds purpose I s to present a
year,. Counci | me mlare for® geait tearmsmAfter serving on council, you may not be elected
for two more years. Two youth deacons are elected each year. Zion Chur ch Council elections are
held at the October Congregational Meeting and members begin their term in January. Committee
members for 2007 were: Esta Mae Fowler, Janet Martin, Alan Rushing, and Chuck Williamson .

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

The women of the Circle of Friends meet to nurture each other and provide
ministry to the church, especially the children. Activities include socials and fund
raisers. We held our second annual Circle of Friends Charity Potluck Dinner on April 1 st
with the money going to the | ocal Lighthouse Shelter.

We welcome all who wish to join us. Miledda Edmonds served as our Executive

Board Representative, Corinne Steveson served as President, and
Gwen Finnegan served as Treasurer.

Treasurer's Report Beginning balance 1/01/07: $231.88
Expenses for Benefit Banquet 30.05
Ending balance 12/31/07: $201.83
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ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SCHOLARSHIP & EDUCATIONAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
EVERETT AND OTILIA LYNCH

§\““///// Ch'tThe Scholarship Committeeds duty is
/4 rs

\\\ Scholarship and Educational Grant Funds established in memory of Everett
* and Otilia Lynch. The scholarship was established in 1989 and Council began the
Educational Grant Program in 1996. A scholarship, currently in the amount of
$1,100.00 is awarded anually to a student who has graduated from Marion,
Johnston City or Crab Orchard High School and is pursuing post -secondary education. Scholarship
applicants must submit a resume, autobiography, school transcript, and letter of admittance to a post
secondary educational institution. The committee evaluates all applications to choose the recipient
and awards the scholarship in a worship service each August.

This year, the 18" scholarship was awarded to Amy Crabtree. Amy graduated from Marion
High School in May, 2007, and began attending SIU Edwardsville, lllinois the following fall with a
major in biology. While attending MHS she was active in a variety of sports, student council, and
National Honor Society and Math Honor Society just to name a few. A fter obtaining her degree in
biology, she plans on attending optometry school so that she may return to Marion and become
partners with her father and sister. Amy is the daughter of Trevor and Karen Crabtree of Marion,
lllinois.

There were no applications made for the Educational Grant in 2007.

Members of the 2007 Scholarship Committee were Michelle Baxter, Gail Jones, Candy Lewis,
Tom Lindquist, George Jacobs and Kelly Williamson.

SPIRITUAL CARE & VISITATION COMMITTEE

Thefri ends and members of Zionds Spiri
assisted Rev. Linda Coulson and Rev. Louis Fluck in showing our concern for those
who are ill and/or homebound. We make phone calls and visits, send cards and
assist with Communion. At th e time of our Christmas communion, we gave each
person a gift. When the need arises, we have provided meals. As requested,
copies of the church service are made, a

Printed information is available for those who visit our church , and a contact
is made. We are always happy to welcome new members and also contact those of our church
family who have not attended regularly to let them know they are missed.

Each week, members of our congregation sign cards for those who have been lospitalized or
have special needs.

Members of our committee are: Gib and Betty Boester, Pauline Broeking, Barb Conley, Claire
Giles, Terry Kaeser, Rose Mrazek and Jeanne Lokerse.

We meet each month on the 3 Monday to update our lists and activities and would welcome
your participation. Please call the church office or Jeanne Lokerse.
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS

The purpose of this committee is to maintain the building and the total
real estate surrounding Zion Church.
The year of 2007 was very busy but very productive for Zion. | would
personally like to thank Alan Rushing, Chuck Williamson, Randy Jones, George
Soldner, Keith Soldner, Rev. Louis Fluck, and Tony Isbell for their help.

The following is a list of the work that was completed this past ye ar:

Basement:
Repainted dining room, kitchen, and conference room
New ceiling fan and energy efficient lights in kitchen
New ceiling tile and energy efficient lights in conference room
Bricked and plastered window next to soda machine
Replaced the furnaces
East Entry:

- Replaced East entry doors

- Changed all lights to energy efficient lights

Sanctuary:
- Removed rails and put in handrails in Chancel area
- Opened up window area in crowds nest of sound

- Reshaped the arch over the altar
Christian Education Wing:
- Replaced cast iron main sewer line to PVC
- Cleaned mold and mildew off of roof and sealed it
- Replaced West entry door on Vicksburg St.
Outside work:
Removed tree and stump behind C.E. Wing
Removed tree and stump on Cherry St.
Removed shrubs on West side onC.E. Wing on Vicksburg St.
Sealed and restriped parking lots

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Osborne, 2007 Chair

THE LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Long Range Planning Committee members are: Michelle Baxter, Alan Rushing, Miledda
Edmonds, Esta Mae Fowler, Larry Kuhar, Larry Feurer, Jean Travelstead, John Kaeser, Linda
Fietsam, Pam Carter, Michael Baysinger, Sheila Baysinger, and Rhonda Soldner. For 2007 the Long
Range Planning Committee has met and discussed the possibility of tearing down and rebuilding the
present storage shed that sits on the northeast parking lot. The committee also discussed purchasing
the Marion Hospital parking lot to the east of the sanctuary. The committee is actively pursuing the

additional parking lot and put the storag e shed on hold at this time.
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WOMEN'S GUILD
(EXECUTIVE BOARD)

The Womends Executive Board consists-2of
members at large from each of the Circles (Martha, Deborah, and Circle of Friends). The
purpose of the 1-2 meetings throughout the year is to better inform the ladies in the circles
as to the activities of the church in which our service is requested. This enables us to work
together as well as working within our respective groups.
< In 2007 the Bereavement Conmittee, chaired by Ann Linck, served 5 families within

our congregation at a special time of need. The Board Treasury supplies meat, bread,
drinks, and table service, while the rest of the dinner is brought in by members of the congregation. The
B 0 a r didet is mainly funded by donations for this service.

We hosted the annual Community Lenten Service refreshment hour, Easter Sunrise Breakfast, and the
Mother/Daughter Potluck - naming Paula Kobler as Mother of the Year. Paula joined the ranks of specal
ladies within our congregation that continues to serve her Lord and Zion with grace and commitment.

It has been our objective to provide the church kitchen with its many needed supplies, i.e. plates,
napkins, cups, coffee, tea, and lemonraid. These items can then be used by all groups within the church. The
annual Chicken and Dumpling Dinner also benefits from the supplies that are always plentiful in the storage
room. This is our biggest expenditure as the cost of these items seem to rise everyear.

It is our hope that in sponsoring these special activities, we will continue to serve, nurture and care for
the membership of Zion at large.

2007 Officers 2008 Officers
Miledda Edmonds President Miledda Edmonds President
Doris Anderson Vice President Doris Anderson Vice President
Carolyn Lee Secretary Carolyn Lee Secretary
Paula Kobler Treasurer Paula Kobler Treasurer
Treasurer's Report Receipts for 2007:
Balance 1-1-07 $107.42 Bereavement Offering $375.00
Receipts during year 649.00 Budget (Deborah Circle) 50.00
Total Available $756.42 Donations 95.00
Less Total Expenditures 586.99 Easter Sunrise Breakfast 129.00
Balance 1231-07 $169.43 Total Receipts for 2007 $649.00
Expenditures for 2007:
Bereavement Dinners $102.49
Kitchen Supplies
(Paper Products, Coffee, Lemon-aid) 351.67
Special Projects (Easter, Lenten Service) 132.83
Total Expenditures for 2007 $586.99

Respectfully Submitted: Paula Kobler, Treasurer
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DEBORAH CIRCLE

0 WOW!II' What a year 2007 was for the Deborah Circle. Fellowsip really

Is the name of the game. Strong bonds are formed as we gather on the second
Thursday of each month except for July and August. Deborah Circle promotes
Christian fellowship between women of the church and we welcome all ladies
to join our fello wship.

Our programs included a Zion Church history lesson, the Assistant
State At torney explaining the hazards of
Allen sharing her story and explaining her inspirations for her art work, Don
Falknor presented his trans p| ant story and shared hi
and Kay Pape & Theresa Kaeser made us laugh at growing older. As traditions continue, we had 3
potlucks and assorted stuff. We tend to eat good whether it is a potluck or ladies serving as
hostesses.

In support of our church secretary, a committee gathers at the end of each month to assemble
the Zion Herald for mailing. This job has gotten so much faster since the new copier collates the
pages. A special thanks goes out to whoever decided on this copy machine.

Deborah Circle can be considered the worker bees of Zion Church. When a special job needs
to be done, these ladies are usually involved. We served at the Community Lenten Service, the
Maundy Thursday meal, and the Easter Sunrise Breakfast. We pepared the program for the Mother
Daughter Banquet and had one of our own members, Paula Kobler, named the 2007 Mother of the
Year. We donated a raffle basket for the Chicken& Dumpling Dinner.

As part of our budget, our benevolent contributions include: A merican Cancer Society,
American Heart Association, Marion Ministerial Alliance, Lighthouse Shelter, DuBois Fall Festival,

Local Mission, Ecuador Mission Trip, Kindercottage , and Hoyleton. We continue to thank God for
the small joys in our lives by contri buti ng to our .60CelTbBbnatguamt éna
decision is made as to where these extra funds are given.

A special thank you to the ladies who have served as officers this past year, they have led us
with diligence and humility. We pray that wi t h God&s bl essings our f
grow and serve the Lord.

Officers for 200 7 Officers for 200 8
President: Doris Anderson President: Paula Kobler
Vice-President: Romelle Kaeser Vice-President: Toni Wells
Secretary. Jeanne Lokerse Secetary: Judy Kuhar
Treasurer: Sharolyn Atwood Treasurer: Doris Anderson
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Treasurer's Report
Balance 11-07

2007 Receipts

Total Available

Less Total Expenditures
Balance 1231-07

Monthly Receipts
Celebration Jars
Total Receipts

DEBORAH CI RCLE (Contdd)

$ 243.09
_893.87
$1,136.96
923.03

$ 213.93

$ 442.50
451.37
$ 893.87

Disbursements

Cards & Postage

Local Mission (Mike Patton)
Uni-Pres Kindercottage
Hoyl eton Chil d

$ 26.28

100.00
130.00

rends 104.00me

American Cancer Society 75.00
American Heart Association 75.00
DuBois Center (Country Store) 50.00
Zion UCC Executive Board (Budget) 50.00

Zion UCC Executive Board (Donation) 50.00
Kroger (Gift Card for Lighthouse

Shelter food)

Marion Ministerial Alliance
Zion UCC (Ecuador Fund)
Jeri Byerly (speaker gift)
Paula Kobler (Reimburse for

speaker gift)
Foxds FIl ower s
Judy Kuhar & Doris Anderso n)
Total Expenditures

50.00
75.00
100.00
15.00

9.55

(Carnations

17.20
$ 23.03
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MISSION STUDY

0 B=—I =1 § | In 2007 the members of Mission Study voted to disband group

MSSI(’N meetings. It was decided to incorporate the group with Martha Circle which
meets the first Thursday of each month. At that meeting a mission moment

STUDY Is given by Kay Pape and an offering is collected.
On Tuesday, December 11, the group met at the home of Geneva
Stahlhut for fellowship, a program and to pick which charitable organization would receive the
year 6s of f e mgali$l7200 wansenvtd BaekrBay Mission, Biloxi, MS

Treasurer's Report Donations

Balance $1-07 $ .53 Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, MS  $17200
Receipts during year 17215 Total Donations $17200
Total Available $17268

Less Total Expenditures 17200

Balance 1231-07 $ .68

Respectfully Submitted by Theresa Kaeser

MARTHA CIRCLE

The Martha Circle meets the first Thursday of each month, except January, February, and July,
at 1:30 p.m., in the church dining room. We welcome new members and we believe you will find
satisfaction in our group. In 2007 there were 14 active members and 6 inactive members. The
average attendance for the year was 14 members. Anyone who can attend afternoon meetings is
invited to join us as we meet for Christian worship, fellowship, education and service. Members
work in the Marion Ministerial Alliance Soup Kitchen, prepare funeral dinners and contribute to
various projects as part of our mission.

Officers for 200 7 Officers for 200 8

President: Marjorie Davidson President: Marjorie Davidson

Vice President: Terry Kaeser Vice President: Terry Kaeser

Secretary: Kay Pape Secretary: Kay Pape

Vice Secretary: Pat Lynch Vice Secretary. Pat Lynch

Treasurer: Pauline Broeking Treasurer: Pauline Broeking

Treasurer's Report Disbursements

Balance 01/01/07 $ 9129 Stamps $41.00

Receipts during year 86100 Altar Flowers 25.00

Total Available $95229 Zion Memorial Fund 20.00

Less Total Expenditures 85652 Hoyleton 120.00

Balance 1231-07 $ 95.77 United Way 25.00
Fellowship of Least Coin 24.00
Marion Merry Music Makers 25.00
AFS Student 25.00
Great Commissions Ministry 200.00
Christmas Gifts for Residents

at Lighthouse Shelter 197.00

Executive Board 40.00
Miscellaneous 114.52
Total Disbursements $856.52

Submitted by Pauline Broeking, Treasurer Martha Circle
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTE E-2007

The Big Secret from Philippians 4:1213
00l know what it is to be in need,
learned the secret of being content in any arayesituation, whether well fed
or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do everything, through
him who gives me strength. o

The Stewardship committee met regularly throughout 2007 with the

§ following very active members: Alan Rushing, Maril yn Nangle, Myrna

8§ Geittmann, Pam King, Mary Cardey -Harris, Jan Collins (chair and
council rep), and Rev. Coulson. The committee continues to stress the
importance of the three integral parts of stewardship: time, talents, and

treasures. Stewardship is a elationship with God, an open door policy that says: come in, make

yourself at home, you are welcome here. In our love for God, we want to share what we have with

joy!

We want to emphasize how much you, the congregation and friends, give to Zion 6 we cannot say
THANK YOU too often! With this in mind, in April we gave a Thank You dinner for the stewards of

Zion. It was a pasta dinner prepared and served by the Stewardship committee with desserts
provided by volunteers. We hoav eStienwcaa rdpsahri gptoe-ds | ¢
service slide show and have given pictures of themselves to random stewards with our thanks for

their stewardship.

As we have for the past several years, we have included Stewardship thoughts (Bible verses) in the
bulleti n and articles in the Herald. We continue to be a Fivefor-Five church, giving to OCWM and

the four special mission offerings--One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in
Need, and The Christmas Fund. This year we provided a flip chart for folks to write their brief
thoughts of what stewardship means to them and included these in the Moment for Stewardship

slide show presented on Stewardship Sunday as well as in theHeraldar t i c| e. We al s
reportero who f ielshadng their idtas wf Steveaalghip. The committee was very
pleased that it appears that the congregation is shifting its understanding of stewardship away from
Ojust tossing that offering in the coll @amginiothe pl
collection since our major offering is US! Although we refer to the additional visible activities of the
Stewardship committee i n t histewaradhip invalees theheptire pdfsar |

in relationship with God for the entire year. Always remember to give joyously, give exuberantly,

give yourself and all that you have to God! In so doing, we love and help our neighbors and our

local and global communities.

Once again, the committee thanks all of the faithful stewards whosuppor t ed our chur cl
2007!

Jan Collins, Chair
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EVANGELISM MINISTRY - 2007

This is a newly formed ministry that can and should involve everyone

who attends Zi on. It stems from Ch
eleven disciples went to Galilee following the first Easter, they saw Jesus
and worshiped him. Then He said (Matthew 28:19-2 0 ) : 0OTher

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Sprit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to
the very end of the age. o6

This new ministry is new in organization only. People often make the
decision to come to a specific church because someone has invited them, or they have ben happy
with that denomination in another town. Let us invite people to join us, let us make them welcome

and share the Good News!

With the above in mind, a small group started this ministry in early 2007, consisting of Alan
Rushing, Miledda Edmonds, Chris and Amanda Osborne, Jean Travelstead, and Jenny Judd, chaired
by Jan Collins with Rev. Linda Coulson advising.

We had a number of activities including selling note cards made using photographs of selected
stained glass windows and Christmas cards. These cards were taken from an original ink and
colored pencil drawing of the church in winter drawn by member and noted artist Barbara Allen just
prior to the removal of the large evergreen in front of the sanctuary. We had Zion UCC post cards
made and these are sent to visitors following their first visit to our church. We also prepared visitor
bags containing UCC information, Zion brochure, our cookbook, bookmark, literature, God is Still
Speaking pen, and other items seasonally. We encourage all worsippers to greet new members and
make them feel welcome in our Zion faith family.
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MISSION COMMITTEE

The Mission Committee at Zion actively works to compassionately serve
and assist people in need within Zion Church, our community, and beyond.
Among other ministries, in 2007, the Mission Committee sponsored four blood
drives, provided two meals a month for residents of the Lighthouse Shelter for
the Homeless, and encouraged giving to all five UCC special offerings. The
people of Zion have supported the work of the Mission Committee with
donations of money and non-perishable food items for the Marion Ministerial
Alliance all through the year, preparing 100 shoeboxes of gifts for Operation Christmas Child,
contributing $500 to hh®oobdbCiarcloe fumer @hsech fwrit
Christmas gifts for two Kindercottage toddlers. The Mission Committee raised funds to send four of
Zi onds youth on a Il linois South Conference miss
wallsf or t he Pentecost al Church of Catamayo. OLov
through the Local Mission Fund, were also collected to help Zion families in need. Zion continues to
be an emergency storm shelter for Williamson County Emergency Management.

Some of the emphass promoted by the Mission Committee in 2007 were:

February: American Red Cross Blood Drive
Souper Bowl of Caring
March: One Great Hour of Sharing
April: Progressive Dinner to Benefit Ecuador Mission Trip
May: American Red Cross Blood Drive
June: Strengthen the Church
July: Stock the Shelves Food Drive for MMA
August: American Red Cross Blood Drive
September: CUE
October: Neighbors in Need
November: American Red Cross Blood Drive
Operation Christmas Child
December: Kinder cott age o0Circle the Church wi

Christmas Fund

The Mission Committee in 2007 included Louis Fluck, Deanna Herzog, Kathy Lilly, Janet
Martin, Ann Rushing, Rhonda Soldner, and Stephanie White. Mission Committee meets at 6:30 on
the third Tuesday of each month. Anyone interested is welcome to join this committee in reaching
out through mission work. Through the work of the Mission Committee and the generosity of the
people of Zion, we share the love of Christ, provide hope to those in need, and give back to God
from the abundance with which He has blessed us. Together, we can change the world!
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2007 ECUADOR MISSION TRIP

Michael Lazorchak, Nathan Wachter, Shailer Martin, and Shane Martin,
went on a mission trip to Ecuador for ten days in July, 2007, along with other
members of the lllinois South Conference. They were part of a group of 22
people, youth and adults. The trip was organized through the Illinois South
Conferenceds partnership with Ecuador
International and Global Villages. The purpose of the trip was to help build a
new church building for a Pentecostal congregation in Catamayo, Ecuador.
This new church building will allow this congregation to expand their
membership and share their faith.

The group worked eight hours a day for seven days, mostly working on
the foundation of the building. They dug deep trenches, hauling away the dirt in wheelbarrows, so
that the church could be firmly rooted into the ground. They also laid brick for the foundat i on 6
walls. All of the work was done without machinery, leaving the participants with a sense of
accomplishment. Although much time was spent working, they also had fun doing some tourist
things: standing in two different hemispheres at the Equator, ex ploring mountain tops in Quito,
playing at the zoo and a water park, and shopping. During the trip, new relationships were built,
both among the members of the group and with people from Ecuador. The Ecuadorian people
warmly greeted the mission team upon their arrival, worked beside them, joined in games, and
shared about their country.

Overall, the mission trip was successful in many ways. A lot of work was accomplished on
the foundation of the new church building.  Our youth had lots of fun, saw new si ghts, built
relationships and made new friends, and gained memories that will last a lifetime. None of this
would have been possible without the support of the people of Zion. Michael, Nathan, Shailer, and
Shane, together with the people of Catamayo, Ecwador, thank Zion for their generous support.
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Cub Scout Pack 21
Annual Report 200 7

Cub Scouting is a well balanced program, designed to promote friendship,
community service, character development, and the physical well-being of boys
ranging in ages 7 through 11. For fifty-five (55) years, the Zion United Church of
Christ has been the chartering organization for Pack 21. For the upcoming year
2008, Pack 21 has fiftythree registered and active Cub Scouts. Thisis an increase in
membership of six scouts from this time last year. This increase is attributed to new recruitment
techniques to work around the restrictions by the Marion school district with regard to visiting the
classrooms in the schools. The packcontinues to meet once a month and our five individual dens
meet two to four times a month. Additionally, the pack meets to participate in various community
service projects as discussed below. From August through May, pack leaders and committee
members meet at the beginning of each month to plan for upcoming pack and den events. These
meetings normally occur on the first Thursday of the month.

The 2007 year was an active year for Pack 21, as we once again experienced a good level of
enthusiasm and participation at our meetings and events. Continuing throughout the summer, the
pack maintained an active program, receiving the National Summertime Pack Award for its efforts.

As indicated above, this year 6s f alslnormakrecruiiment me n
numbers. As a pack, we recruited twenty (20) new scouts and their families, along with two (2) new
|l eaders/ committee members. We once again had a

sales fundraiser. With 45 participating scouts this year, the pack had a total of $11,362.00 in sales.
While this total amount was again down from previous years, the average sale per participating
scout remained nearly the same at $253.00. Pack 21 was once again the top selling pack ithe
Egyptian District. The monies received from the fundraiser should ensure a quality program and
experience for the upcoming year.

During the year 2007, Pack 21 participated in three very worthwhile and memorable conservation
and community events. The overall number of participants at each event continued to be strong.
These events provided a real positive impact on our youth about the importance of giving back to
their community.

On Friday, June 18" thirty scouts, parents and siblings attended a Southern lllinois Miners
Baseball game for Scout Night at Rent One Park. Everyone enjoyed the game and fireworks show.
After the game some of the scouts and their parents camped on the infield and watched a movie.
This was a big hit with t he Scouts, and it provided a lot of publicity for Cub Scouting in our area.

Following our fall recruitment, Pack 21 enlisted the help of sixty -nine scouts, parents, and siblings
to participate in the annual Rend Lake Clean-up, held September 29, D07. The event was sponsored
by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and promoted conservation of our natural resources by
coll ecting trash from the | akeds shoreline and s

On Saturday, November 11t and 17, forty -six scouts from Pad 21 collected approximately 4,700
food items in the annual 0Scouting for Food Dri\v
Marion Ministerial Alliance for re -distribution within our community.

The leaders and Cub Scouts of Pack 21 wouldlike to thank the church council, church staff, and
congregation for all the support it received this year. The Pack looks forward to continuing this
relationship and promoting the purpose of Cub Scouting through Zion United Church of Christ for
many years to come.
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Cub Scout Pack 21
Annual Report2007( Cont 6d)

Treasurero6s Report

Beginning Balance January 1, 200 $ 6,42586
Receipts during the year 16,92340
Total Available $23,34926
LessTotal Expenditures 17,30202
Ending Balance December 31, 200 $ 6,047.24
Respectively Submitted

Brad Andrew
Cubmaster, Pack 21
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: : Boy Scout Troop 21
kf !W! \) 2007 Annual Report

t.:!\-/&y

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make ethical and moral
choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. Through the
continued cooperation and support of our chartering organization the Zion United Church of Christ,
Troop 21 has worked throughout 2007 to develop a program for boys age 11-18 that strives to carry
out the mission of the Boy Scouts of America. While doing so we have also worked hard to provide
our youth a strong sense of citizenship, service, leadership and duty to God.

The 2007 year wa a very good year for Troop 21. One of our goals for the year was to continue to
provide an outdoor experience for the boys each month and we were successful in this venture. The
troop spent approximately twenty five (25) nights camping this year. On average, we had twelve to
fifteen boys and three (3) adults attend each

During the year, the troop has continued to emphasize and focus on service to others. With the help
of our adult leadership, the troop completed several servic e projects. Some of the projects were:
Scouting for Food - benefits Marion Area Ministerial Alliance, provided support for the River -to-
River Relay in Golconda, litter pickup at Ft. Massac, four Eagle Service Projects that included
building duck blinds f or the handicapped and landscaping and maintenance for three local churches.
Several boys also worked on staff at Pine Ridge Boy Scout Camp during the summer. We would also
like the church council and church membership to know if there are projects or sm all things around
the church that need done please let us know how we can help.

Even though the boys were very busy in 2007 with camping events and service projects they still
were working hard on advancement. Six boys were awarded the Eagle rank along with three Scout,
one Second Class, six First Class, eight Star, and four Life. We currently have two boys planning
Eagle projects and one boy completing a project. The boys also received over 83 merit badges.

The leaders and boys of troop 21 would like to thank the church council, church staff, and
congregation for all the support it has received this year. The troop looks forward to continuing this
relationship and promoting the mission of the Boy Scouts of America through Zion United Church of
Christ for many years to come.

Respectfully Submitted

Christi L. McGee
Secretary, Troop 21
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Boy Scout Troop 21
2007 Annual Report ( Cont 60d)

Financial Report:

Bank Statement Balance:

Savings account ending balance December 31, 200 $4441.00
Checking account ending balance December 31, 200 $3,61300
Total Savings and Checking $8,054.00

2007 Fundraising Report:

Flag Program: $1,000.00
Popcorn: $ 600.00
Kroger Gift Cards: $1,650.00
Total Receipts $3,250.00

Respectfully Submitted

Christi L. McGee
Secretar, Troop 21
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